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Tn our last number we gave an ac- 
count, taken from The Morning Chro- 
nicle, of an Inquest which had been 
held on the late Jonny Hammonn, 
who, it was alleged, came by his 
death, in St. George’s Hospital, from 
neglect and improper surgical treat- 
ment. At the time of publishing this 
report we abstained from making any 
ebservations, in consequence of an 
investigation which was then taking 
place by the Governors, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the truth or false- 
bood of the charges which had been 
so publicly made against some of the 
officers and servants of the Hospital ; 
we thonght it, indeed, but justice to 
‘the parties to wait until the inquiry 
‘had terminated, conceiving that facts 
might be stated, during the discus- 
sion, calculated to remove the extreme 
culpability which appeared to be at- 
tached to the accused individuals. 

On Thursday, an advertisement 
announced that an open Committee 
would be held the following day, at 
twelve o'clock, to inquire into the 
truth of certain statements respecting 
the death of John Hammond, as pub- 
lished in The Morning Chronicle and 
other papers. 

The Governors, pursuant to this 
notice, met on the day appointed, 


and immediately proceeded with the 
investigation. We shall now present 
our readers with an abstract of the 
evidence; together with the minutes 
of the Coroner, as procured from his 
office, and then offer some general 
observations on the whole affair. 

Mr. Hottanp, the Treasurer of the 
Hospital, was called to the chair, 
and, after a desultory conversation 
of some length but of no importance, 
stated, that it would first be better 
to examine such persons as were in 
attendance not belonging to the Hos- 
pital, who were to make the charges, 
and then examine some individuals of 
their own establishment. 


Mr. Battey was first to 
state what he knew of the transaction. 
His evidence was to the following 
effect:—The deceased, John Ham- 
moud, was a servant in my employ, 
and on the 15th of June last, while 
removing a flower-pot, received an 
accident by falling on some rabbish ; 
but whether there was any 
among it I cannot be positive. I was 
not at home at the time, but Mrs. 
Bailey immediately ordered him to be 
taken to a doctor, and he was finall 
brought to St. George's Hospital. 
When I heard that he was at the Hos- 
pital I went to see him, and expressed 
great pleasure that he had been re- 
moved thither, for I thongit that he 
would be sore of the best surgical 
treatment. The wound I understood 
to be very slight ; and I told him, that 
if he found the hospital allowance 
while he was there, not sufficient, i 
would let him have whatever else he 
might want. Some days afterwards, 
I heard from my servants that he was 
worse, I therefore went to see him 
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cqnsideved 
wound a very trifling one, though 
it struck me that there might be some 
‘ of glass left init, which 
the pain that he complained 
of. About a fortnight after this se- 
visit, hearing that he got worse, 
again called to see him, and asked 
Im if’ there had been ‘any artery | 
taken up, but he did wot seem to think 
that there had, I inquired of him, on 
this occasion, how the wound had 
beewdressed when he had first been 
‘brought to the ital? He said that 
the lips of ithad been washed with a 
sponge and wat a plaster put on, 
antl the bandage applied. During 
these three visits I did not apprehend 
any thing serious from the accident ; 
but when I calied a fourth time:I saw 
the and it ared to me to be 
ya of et the whole limb 
was excessively swelled, the inflam- 
mation even extending itself up the 
thigh ; and in several places it ap- | 
ared as if incisions had been made 
the discharge of the matter. I 
then questioned Lim more particular 
about the bandage; he said that it 


had been applied on bis arrival, and 
been removed ‘ 


had not for three or 
four days afterwards, during the whole 
ef which time he was in great pain, 
but as.soon as it was removed he in- 


Hi 
see 


but 


nesses should be on oath: on that 

occasion I asked the surgeon if he 

hadwaken ap an at first 

he persist had been 

applied, and it was a long time befere 

I could convince him to the contrary. 

Ido not think that the saport in The. 
Marning Chronicle is quite correct, but. 
I dare say there are many of the Jury 
who would be able to remember bet- 
ter than I do. 

The asked Mr. 
if he understood his charges rightly, 
when he supposed them to consist of 
the bandage being continued on the leg, 
without removal, from the Wednes- 
day to the Saturday, there being no’ 
leeches applied, and that an artery. 
being cut it was not taken up. . 

Mr. Bariey was certainly of opinion 
that the application of the bandage 
during all those days was injurious; 
and, indeed, it was his opinion, that 
the ligature ought never to have been 
applied at all. 

The Cuaimman then remarked, that 
Mr. Bailey had not spoken to the 
whole: of the charges; it had been 
asserted, that the deceased .had ex- 
perienced great neglect from the 
nurses, and that his linen had not been 
changed, his skin not been washed, 
and that he had been put, -finally, 
into a bed in which another person 
had very lately died. 

Mr. Bautey was not aware thet 
any of those assertions had come from 
him ; but, frem what his servants had 
told him, he had no donbt that, till 
within a few days of his death, the. 
deceased had never been put into 
clean sheets; a clean shirt he cer- 
lainly had, for it was one of his own, 
sent by Mrs. Bailey; and as to his 
being washed, all he knew was, that 


by | to coapragiieh that, his own maid ser- 
vants had brought his own towels and 


nurses ; 
and that, on applying at the hospital 
for water, it had been refused, because 
the surgeon had left orders that he- 
must not be washed, as it would dis- 
tarb him too much. 

A desultory conversation then took 
place, when Colonel Harnace, a Ge- 
vernor of the Charity, moved that 
such of Mr. Bailey’s servants as were 
in attendanceshould be called in. 


130 
again. He then said he had been in 
very great pain, but now that the 
bandage wag femioved le found him- 
q 
‘ 
| 
| 
| 
Stamlly experienced greal case 10 the 
: limb, and it afterwards gave him no 
pain. There had no | 
i application while dressing | 
nor bad any leeehes been applied | 
iy toit. From his account I certainly 
came to a conclusion, and. it is still 
my opinion, whether right or wrong, 
1 that the inflammation was caused 
| the application and the continua 
q of the bandage from the Wednesday | his own soap from his own house, for 
a rday. As soon as I per-/|the purpose of washing the deceased, 
getting on very ill, I deter- 
e down in writing his | 
I was unformnately ° 
neglect doing so, being | 
4 wn, to which I did not | 
aa Friday, and he died on } 
It was at my own re- | 
q a was desirous of asking 
ome when the wit | 
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Catherine Ambieton was accordingly 
called’; ber statement wes nearly as 
follows :—I ant one of Mr. Bayley’s 
servants, and saw the accident hap- 
pen to the deceased: he was im con- 
removed to the hospital, and 
T did not see him again for five or six 
days. When I then called, he said 
that he had been in very great pain 
till the bandage had been removed. 
but now that it was gone, he felt quit_ 
in heaven ; his sheets and jinen looked 
very dirty ; but on my first visit, as I 
‘was ima very great hurry, I did not 
stay to ask many questions. In all, 
however, I saw him five or six times, 
and he at all times had a dirty look ; 


his bed-clothes were dirty ; he himself 


‘was dirty, aad ail round the bed was 
dirty ; he did vot himself complain to 
me of dirty linen, but I saw that it 
was in a very bad state. The last 
time that I went to see him was two 
or three days before his death, and I 
think that I called twice in the course 
of that week ; the first of those times 
he was as dirty as usual, but on the 
last time, just before his death, I per- 
ceived that he had had clean sheets, 
and that he looked much tidier. There 
‘was never an interval of more than a 
week between any of my calls, and in 
ali, I should think, that I called about 
six times; when [ said that it was 
dirty round his bed, I meant that the 
spitting pets and other little things 
appeared so, and there was also a 
very disagreeable smell near bim. 
When | perceived the state his linen 
‘was in, 1 mentioned it to the nurse, 
whose reply was, that the women had 
not brought his linen: I did not ex- 
actly understand what she meant, but 
Teold her that if we had known any 
limen was required, we would have 
sent it. On one occasion he asked 
me to wasl bis face, but when I spoke 
to the narse abont it, she said that the 
@octor had said that he must not be 


but after what the nurse had said, I 
did not like to wash him, so I told 
him there was not one in the closet. 
I did not mention the state of the de- 
ist tilt within a day 

, when the cleaw 

for I did not like to 


charge concetning dirt 
tinctly proved, they had better 
-eeed to the other part of the cha 

This proof, however, was by 
means allowed, and a score of voices 
were raised to-contradict the gentie- 
man’s admission. 

Maric Astridge was then called and 
examiued ; her evidence was as 
lows:—I am the housemaid to’ Mr. 
Bayley; after the deceased had been 
about a fortnight in the hospital, L 
visited him, and foand him in aa ex- 
tremely dirty state; his linen, 
which | mean his shirt and his slreets, 
were very dirty, and he complained 
to me of the want of clean linen, bat 
this I did not mention to the nurse, 
for I only saw her ata distance. I 
was not examined at the Coroner's 
Inquest; & sides this first visit, I 
called several times afterwards, and 
in my opinien he was certainly very 
much neglected ; on one occasion he 
put out his hands to me, and said, 
** See how dirty my arms are.” L 
asked him if I should wash them 
for him. He said, “ Yes,” and ac 
cordingly I did so, bat the narse re- 
proved me forit, and said, that the 
doctors had particularly desired that 
he shoald not be disturbed. I saw 
him again about three days before his 
death, when his shirt and the topsheet 
were clean, but the bottom one looked 
to me dirty. His smell was very of- 
tensive, but 1 canwot say whether it 
proceeded froma discharge of matter. 
I did not mention to my mistress his 
condition, but talked of it to my fel- 
low-servants. When I washed him I 
was not able to tind a towel, so Lb used 
my pocket handkerchief. He told me 
that he had not been washed, hands 
or face, for three days, at the time 
that he complained of his linen ; be 
said that he was very dirty, and felt 
very uncomfortable within himself, 
He was not always sensible, but at 
my second visit he was quite sensible 
daring the first half honr. IL wever 
heard him express any wish to leave 
the hospital before bis cure was com- 
pleted ; nor did he complain ef his 
food any forther than that he said he 
could not get'drink when he wanted 
it, so I gave him a little cold tea out 


of a teapot. 


| 
| The witness then withdraw, and 
Mr. Suricu remarked, that as | 
disturbed. I ‘told him this, and he 
bade me look in a closet near hin, | 
' aud I should find a wash-hand basin, | 
| 
seem to interfere. 
| 


William Crump was then called ; 
his evidence was to this effect :—I 
am a gardener to Mr. Sweet, market 
dener, atOld Brompton. 1} knew 
Se deceased, and helped to carry him 
to the hospital after the accident hap. 
pened, and I saw him several times 
g the period that he lay there, 
up to his death. Jn a few days he 
began to look very dirty, and he 
showed me his hands, and told me 
that he had not been washed for 
three days. I saw him on the Friday 
before hie death ; he died on the Sa- 
turday. For about a week befere his 
death he could not speak very plainly, 
but up to the time that he became not 
quite sensible, he used frequently to 
complain of his linen and other things. 
On the Sanday after his coming to the 
hospital on the Wednesday, I saw 
him; his leg was then much better, 
from the removal of the lwndage, but 
he was looking dirty: two or three 
days after that, his leg was still easy, 
but he asked to be washed; the nurse 
told him, that for that purpose he 
must have soap and towel brought 
him, avd Mr. Bayley’s servants ac- 
cordingly brought them, On another 
occasion, he asked the nurse to make 
his bed for him, and to bring him 
clean sheets, but he got no reply, and 
it was not done. One afternoon 
was there about four o'clock, he was 
complaining of the want of his dinner, 
and said how he longed for it, and 
just at that time a roast slice came up 
for him with some porter, The same 
bed that a man died in he was the 
next morning put into, but there were 
clean sheets ; as to the rest of the bed- 
ding, I do not know whether it was 
changed or not, but I know that it 
was the same bedstead. 
Samuel Ruggles was then called and 
examined :—l am groom to Mr. Bai- 
- I saw the deceased in the hos- 
Maal the morning after the accident, 
and every day aiterwards up till his 
death, except two mornings. He 
said that his leg was in dreadful pain 
the first time 1 called, and so he did 
daring the first four mornings when I 
saw it, and the swelling had extended 
over the bandage. The doctors then 
came and took the bandage away, and 
his leg became much better, but he 
used to complain of lying uncomfort- 
able and wet. His smeil, too, was 
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very disagreeable. When he made 
his somnpenrite to me he was quite sen- 
sible. His shirt was changed every 
week, for a clean one used to be sent 
by his landlady, but the sheets al- 
ways remained the same, till he was 
removed to the other bed, two or 
three days before he died. I never 
mentioned it to any one in the 

tal, for I did not think it my right, 
although he complained tome. Once 
when T called he put out his hands to 
shake hands with me, and said that 
he had not been washed for three 
days ; of this he complained to me 
two or three times, but the first time 
was after he had been in the hospital 
for nine or ten days. There were 
other things likewise that he com- 
plained of, but he did not mention to 
me any want of food. 1 was a witness 
at the Coroner’s Inquest. His gene- 
ral complaint was of his uncowfort- 
able condition. The morning that I 
was there, I helped to take him out 
of bed, in order that it might be 
made, and he then told me that it 
was the first time that it had beem 
made since he had been in the hospi- 
tal. This was about a fortnight aftes 
his first admission: the sheets were 
not changed on that eccasion, but 
they removed an oil cloth that lay un- 


I| der his diseased leg, and likewise an 


old quilt from the same place. He 
complained of his back being sore 
from lying so much on it, but Ido 
aoe know that he had any wound in 
t 


After another witness had been ex- 
amined to nearly the same effect as 
the former ones, a good deal of con- 
versation ensued as to the course 


to be pursued. It was at length pro- 
posed that the Coroner should be ap- 
plied to, to give the Board his notes 
of the case ; an order was made for 
the Secretary to write to the Coroner 
to be so good as to furnish the Board 

t was afterwa roposed, that 
the Board should then | ain to ex- 
amine all the witnesses for the de- 
fence, on the non-professional part of 
the question. This motion was put 
and carried; and it was agreed A 
the patients in the Hospital, who were 
near Hammond, should be examined. 
Some little dispute then took place, as 


to who should go and select these wit- 
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nesses, and at Je the to 
the first 
person called in of the patients was 
Thomas Nicols, who stated, that he 
had been ten weeks in the Hospital ; 
slept within two beds of Hammond, 
on the opposite side of the ward. [It 
was explained that this person was 
one of the nearest patients.) He saw 
nothing like neglect; the doctors at- 
tended on being called. The witness 
could see the deceased’s bed and what 
passed, though he could not hear the 
conversation when it was carried on 
in a low tone of voice; he never was 
told till now that he was to be exa. 
mined. He was in his own ward, on 
his own bed, when the Chaplain called 
him. Never talked to Hammond; 
saw the nurses attend as usual, and 
that he was fed ; saw his sheets were 
changed as often as any of the other 
patients ; he saw them changed seve- 
ral times; saw clean sheets brought 
several times. ~His own leg had been 
fractured, and then he could not be 
moved, and his sheets were unchanged 
while he was in that state for three 
weeks. He had been in the hospital 
seven weeks, and since the end of the 
three weeks, he had had clean sheets 
twice ; he saw several times that the 
sheets were changed, and saw the 
dirty sheets removed. He never heard 
the man complain of not being washed, 
and had seen him washed more than 
once ; he washed himself every morn- 
ing ; did not know if Hammond was 
washed every morning; he himself 
was washed every day when he was 
helpless, or he washed himself. Had 
the same nurse as the deceased, and 
never saw any neglect ; had a towel 
of his own; he was never So 
with a towel from the hospital; did 
not know when the deceased was 
washed, but certainly saw it more 
than once, [It was explained by some 
of the members, that in each ward 
there was a roll towel.) If there was 
any dirt abont the bed, he must have 
been annoyed, and he did not smeil 
any thing bad ; he smelt nothing ; the 
nurses attended very often ; had him- 
self no reasou to complain of nurses, 
or any other persons, and had heard 
no complaints; when laid up with a 
fractured leg, the nurses were atten- 
tive. He had seen the nurses take 
towels and basins, and soap and wa- 


ter repeatedly, to the deceased ; he 
was not certain as to soap; water 
was taken in the bowl; he had seen 
it twice in six weeks; might have 
been done oftener, and he not have 
seen it; he was washed every day; 
water was brought to him. 

Richard Bishop next examined:— — 
Had been four weeks in the hospital, 
and was in the same ward with Ham- 
mond ; his bed was on the opposite 
side of the ward, eight feet distant. 
He liad stated what knew to Mr, 
Hutchinson, who had written it down, 
He had seen no neglect by nurses, 
but he did not know if Hammond's 
linen was changed, or if he had been 
washed. Screens are placed before 
the bed when any thing is done. The 
screen was often put op before Ham- 
mond’s bed ; he knew nothing of the 
linen being changed ; had slept one 
month in the linen he used. Hada 
wounded leg; it was four weeks be- 
fore this present time that his sheets 
had not been changed; his sheets 
were changed once a month in the 
house where he lived as a servant, 
He had never required any attend- 
ance from the nurses; had no com- 
plaint to make; had been three weeks 
in bed. No towels were ever brought 
him ; he found them for himself; was 
never confined wholly to bed, and 
went tothe table to wash. Had seen 
patients supplied with water when 
they asked for it; had frequently 
passed Hammond's bed, and saw ro- 
thing particularly dirty about it. There 
was a very bad smell from it when 
the dressings were removed; what 
came off was always taken away; an 
oil cloth was put under him whenever 
he was dressed, and a fresh one was 
put, and this removed frequently ; the 
offensive smell arose from the dis~ 
charge. Hammond smelt for the last 
five days; had never spoken to Ham- 
mond, but to get him strawberries. 

John Chamberlayne, an out-patient, 
had not been summoned to attend, 
came to-day to try and get a letter 
for the Margate Infirmary. On com- 
ing heard of the inquiry concerning 
Hammond, and came to say that the 
surgeons, Mr. Pitman and Mr. Jeffreys 
had done their duty; had been nine 
weeks in the hospital, three weeks 
with Hammond ; saw what occurred 
in changing the bed-linep, and the 
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doctors had talked oftento Hammond, 
and never, heard him complain either 
of want of food) or negieet ; had seen 
food br t to him, and that he «id 
not eat Ht; had seem roast. slices 
brought to hja;. had. received good 
treatment himself and was satisfied 
with the, nurses, particutarly he was 
h Mrs. Armstrong; his 
en was.chapged whenever he wish- 
ed it; if he.came,agaiu to the hospital 
he would select the Oxford ward ;, le 
came voluntarily to offer his testi- 
mony ;, nobedy asked him to come, 
hut he came waa 40 speak for Mr. 
Jeffreys and. Mr. Pitman; had seen 
the nurses wash Hammond, and take 
water for him to wash himself; when- 
ever he asked for clean sheets, and 
he conld be moved, he received them ; 
he believed other patients had the 
same; had seen Mr. Jeffreys four 
times at the hospital in one week, and 
had seen him twice on a Sunday.— 
[This patient asked for a letter of in- 
troduction to the Margate Infirmary, 
and he was ordered to withdraw.] 

The Cuapiaan said, that had he 
known of any thing improper he should 
have stated it, and he hoped, there- 
fore, he should not be examined. 

Mary Freeman, a day-nurse of the 
Oxford ward, examined, She helped 
to supply the linen; it was her duty 
to, change the beds when on duty; it 
was customary to change the linen 
every three weeks in ordinary circum- 
stances, and as often. as was necessary 
in extraordinary circumstances; she 
had attended Hammond, and had 

iven him clean sheets; she did not 

w how often, put she was positive 

he had twelve or fourteen clean sheets 

while he was in the hospital; she 
would take her oath to this. 

A Governor stated, that he had 
been requested, by the medical men of 
the establishment, to beg that Mr. 
Sleigh’s motion, for the attendance of 
other eminent surgeons not connected 
with the hospital, might be put. 

A Governor suggested, that Sir 
Astley Cooper and Mr. Cline should 
be requested to attend. Sir Astley, 
it was said, was ont of town. It was 
at length agreed, that Mr. Cline and 
Mr. Lynn should be respectfully re- 

uested to attend to-morrow ; and the 
was ordered to write to 


Mary Armstrong, the day-nurse ‘of 
the Oxford ward, remembered Ham 
mond ; had attended him; had given 
him clean sheets once a day, or once 
in two days; he had had fifteen or 
sixteen under sheets, and had top 
sheets three times a week. 

Mr. TFatson, a pupil, n vi- 
sited the ward, am- 
mond’s bed was not neglected; he 
had paid attention to Hammond for 
amonth, and was confident that eve 
attention had been paid him; he h 
said he was not in pain, that he was 
very comfortable. 


Mrs. Costello, the matron: Sheets 
were given out twice a week; each 
bed was changed, under common eir- 
cumstances, every three or fonr weeks 
or every fortnight, as cirenmstances’ 
required; there were plenty of sheets 
in the hospital. 


The Meeting adjourned till the fol- 
lowing day. 


SECOND DAY. 

Saturday the Committee of Gover- 
nors met at twelve o'clock, at the 
Hospital, tocontinue the inquiry. 

Mr. Hotnanp, the Treasurer, was 
again in the Chair. 

The Secrerary of the Hospital 
then stated to the Committee that he 
had written, as directed, to Mr. Cline 
and to Mr. Lynn, to request their at- 
tendance. The former of those gen- 
tlemen had returned no answer, and, 
therefore might, perhaps, be expected. 
Mr. Lynn had sent an answer to say 


that he was sorry it was not im lis, 


power to meet the Governors of St. 
George’s Hospital, as he had that day 
to attend at his own Hospital from 
twelve till two, it being their operating 
morning. 

A Governor stated that he had 
seen Sir Asticy Couperin the interim, 
who had said that he should have been 
extremely happy to attend, but, an- 
fortunately, he was on the point of 
going out of town. 

The Secretary then stated, that 
he had in his possession an attested: 
copy of the Corener’s Notes on the 
Inquest. 

He was directed to read them to 
the Board. They were as follow :— 


I 
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InForMATions of WITNESSES on the 
if of our Sovereign Lord. the 


King, taken and acknowledged on the 
| day it was toosened, and next morn- 


ru day Aber | 1825, at the house 
of Joseph Franklin, the Triumphant 
Chariot, situated in Pembroke-mews, 
in the Parish of Saint George, Ha- 
nover- re, in the satd Liberty, at 
an INQUISITION then and there 
taken, on view of the body of Jonn 
Hamm™onp, then in the said Parish, 
in the said Liberty, lying dead. 


ithe deceased. Irtookvhim to the hos- 
vital; he was instantly admitted, it 
ng an accident. 1 visited fim. 
every day, He complained, for the 
first four days, of great pain; om the. 
fourth day his thigh was swelled above 
the bandage, and afterwards on that 


ing when I saw him, he said he was 
much easier; he did not complain of 
pain after that, tut tre daily got'worse. 
(Signed) Samuen 
Mary Preeman, a day nurse of the 


Oxford Ward, in St. George's Hospi- 
tal, on her Oath deposeth,—T recol- 


Henry Pitman, Hoase Sargeon. of | the deceased being ted into the 
St. Geonge’s Hospital, on his Oath de- | Oxford Ward ; lotions were applied. 
deceased 


poseth, was brought 
inte the hespital on the ef Jane 
last; he had a deep. cat in the right 
knee, which he said was done by a 
piece of glass bettie; he was attend- 
ed te. A great deal of inflammation 
of the thigh and knec-joint ensued in 
about three er foar days. He com- 
i of great pain before the ban- 
dage was taken off. Lotious were 
applied. The cat was deep, and a 
small branch of an artery was wound 
ed, which I took up. He died on the 
23d instant, from the ation 
caused by the eut. 
Signed) 


Samvuer servant to Mr. 
Bailey of Old Brompton, in the parish 
of Saint Mary Abbots, Kensington, 
on his Oath deposeth,—The deceased, 
who is about 21 years of age, was un- 
der gardener at my master’s. Six 
weeks come Wednesday, when 
I was there with him in the laundry 
drying ground, be was moving a flower 
stand, which was on some rabbish, 
such as broken milk paas, broken 
bottles, garden pots, and crockery, 
when he accidentally slipped down, 
and. his right knce went against the 
said rubbish; I inquired if he was 
hurt; he said he was not, and he 


Henry Pitman. 


up with 
to him by the maid. 
went to Mr. Jackson, an apothecary, 
corner of Brompton-square, who re- 
commended the deceased's going to St. 
George’s Hospital; he did not see 


| do not remember when the b 
was taken off; f did not apply leeches. 
Mary Freeman, 
her “ mark. 


Henry Jerrrevs, of Clarges-street, 
| surgeon, on his Oath deposeth,—The 
| deceased was a patient of mine; L 
saw him the day next after his admis- 
| sion ; the wound, I» found, was pro- 

perly dressed and bandaged; I did 
not see him again until Saturday (the 
| ath day), when I found that consider~ 
| able swetling had come on; I removed 
the dressings and examined the wound; 
there was not more inflammation than 
could be expected ; the outer surface 
of the wound was healed. The next 
day I found that matter was formed 
within, and I opened it; I then saw 
| that he was in danger, and the case 
| exeited considerable attention. The 
| matter ascended within the thigh and 
| ran under the leg, and other untavour- 
|able symptoms appeared; he sunk 
| under this, and death ensued. 
(Signed) Henay Jerrreys. 


Verdict.—The deceased died from 
the effects of a Gut in the Knee, in 
consequence of NOT RECEIVING 
PROPER SURGICAL TREAT- 
MENT after he eptered the Hospital. 


It was now settled that the evidence 
as to the medical aid the deceased 
received while in the hospital should 
‘be called, and for that purpose Mr. 
Pitman was summoned to the board. 

Mr. Pirman gave his evidence to 
the following effect :— 
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Jumped up, Soon alterwards | 
blood ranning down bis trowsers; he I} 
put his hand there, and said he felt | 
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Examined by Mr. Baber. 


In what capacity do you act in this 
hospital? As House Surgeon. 

Do you remember John Hammond 
being br here? Ido: it was on 
the 15th of Jane. 

Had he received a wound? Yes, 

Was he brogght to your immediate 
care? Yes. 

Please to state the particulars 
tive to John Hammond, as far as you 
are acquainted with them? John 
Hammond was admitted about ten 
o’clock in the evening of the 15th of 
Jane. He was suffering from a wound 
on the outside of the knee, which had 
gone through the fascia, but not into 

joint, at least so I considered, as 
ho synovia showed itself; the man 
stated that the wound bad been bleed- 
ing considerably, and that he had lost 
much blood. ae the wound 
in the presence of Mr. Palmer, ano- 
ther house surgeon, and Mr. Wain- 
wright, a pupil, but not belonging to 
this hospital; the vessel was siill 
bleeding profusely, and I therefore 
secured it; I then drew the edges of 
the wound together with sticking 
plaster, and applied a rolier and a 
celd lotion, at the same time ordering 
aperient medicines. In the morning 
lL again saw him, when I went round 
at the usual time, and he made no 
complaint of pain ; shortly after which, 
on the same day, Mr. Jeffreys saw 
him, most prebably between 12 and 
one o'clock, that being his usual time 
for going round, and from that period 
the case was resigned to Mr. Jetfreys, 
and I had nothing to do but to attend 
to his orders. 

Examined by Mr, Bailey. 

Did you attend with Mr. Jeffreys 
on the Thursday morning? I am not 
quite certain. 

When you saw Hammozd on the 
| gene did he complain of pain? 

0. 

Did he on the Friday? I dare say 
he might have done so, but certainly 
not enough to attract my attention. 

Did you examine his knee on the 
Friday? I saw sufficient to convince 
me that all was well. 

How much pain does it require to 
attract your attention? That depends 

;maialy on the constitatioual symp- 
toms. 


Did you attend on the Satarday 
morning with Mr. Jeffreys? Yes. 

Did you or Mr. Jeffreys remove the 
bandage? Mr. Jeffreys. 

What length of the 
bandage ? do not know exactly ; 
it was one of the usual bandages used 
in the hospital; I should guess about 
three yards, but I am not certain. 

Was it not sufficient to 
tonsiderably above and below 
knee? Yes. 


est that I was not certain, but now 

am quite certain. 

Yon say that on the Saturday morn- 
ing you attended with Mr. Jeffreys! 
Have you any recollection of any 
words that might have passed be- 
tween you on that occasion? No. 

What! when the wound had not 
been looked at from the Wednesday 
tothe Saturday, are we to suppose 
that when at length it was opened, 
you both stood dumb? I do not un- 
derstand your question. 

Mr. Baser observed, that Mr. 

Bailey, in his question, had used the 
expression of words passing between, 
which the witness might. have sup- 
posed meant some difference of opi- 
nion. 
Mr. Battey : I did not mean to in- 
sinuate that certainly: but did not 
Mr. Jeffreys say that the bandage had 
been on too Jong—that it was too 
tight?) Now answer that question on 
your oath? I shall answer all as if I 
was on my oath, 

The Cuarrman: No witness here 
is on his oath, but still I have no 
doubt that we shall be told nothiag 
bat the trath. 

Mr. Baiutey: Why, sir, Mr. Pit- 
man equivocated extremely before 
the Coroner; I then asked him, if 
leeches had been applied? and he po- 
sitively said yes! 

Mr. Pirman: Perhaps I may be 
allowed to explain. Mr. Bayley first 
asked me what means had been re- 


‘sorted to with the deceased, and I 


replied, the usnal means: he then 
asked what in particular had been 
done to John Hammond, and as I was 
not able to refer to the books, and 
knowing it to he the usual applica- 
tion, I said leeches, but subsequently 
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g | .At the Coroner's Inquest did you 
4 }not say that vou thought that you 
‘ | took it off? No; I stated at the in- 
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not feeling quite certain, I begged 
permission of the Jury to make tle 
Mecessary reference. 

Did yeu not, however, positive 
assert that leeches were applied ? 
have said that I did, but I contra- 
dicted myself afterwards. 

Did not swear, that you either 


applied them yourself, or saw them 
ied ? 


Cuairman: Sarely itis unne- 
cessary to revert to t question 
in and again; Mr. Pitman has ad- 
itted that he made a wrong asser- 
tion, and that he corrected himself: 
you must remember, Mr. Bayley, that 
our time is precions. 

Mr. Baitey: And so was the man’s 
life precious. 

Dr. Grecory : Now, was there an 
artery cut, and bleeding, at the time 
Hammond was brought to the hospi- 
tal? Yes. 

Bleeding red blood? Yes. 

And did you take it up with a tena- 
culum? Yes. 

Was the astery that was bleeding 
2 the right side of the knee joint ?— 

es 


What was the nature of the wound? 
It was an incised wound. 

Where was it situated? Outside 
the knee. 
oO ite the external condyle of 
- the femur? As nearly opposite as 


possible. 

Was the capsular ligament wound- 
ed? No. 

In what direction was the wound, 
parallel tothe axis of the femur, or 
transverse? Paraliel. 

Examined by the Chairman. 

Supposing the patient had express- 
ed any cousiderabie degree of pain to 
the nurse, would it not have been re- 
ported toyou? Certainly. 

Was any such report made? No. 

Then you heard no complaint of 
pain between the first dressing and 
the removal of the bandage? Not 
till the morning of removal. 

Mr. Baitey: I thought that you 
stated theré was pain complained of 
on the Thursday? Yes, but it was 


very slight. 
. Mr. Henry Ji was then called, 
Mr. Baper :—You 


are a surgeon to this hospital, I be- 
lieve? 1 am junior surgeon, and have 
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held that office since the 20th of May ; 


and from Jannary, 1824, I have been 
assistant-surgeon to Sir Everard 


Please to state what you know of 
the case of John Hammond ?—I first 
saw John Hammond on the Tharsday 
morning after be had been brought in. 
I was then told, by Mr. Pitman, that 
he had been brought in the night be- 
fore, having met with an accident in 
failing on a glass bottle ; that the ar- 
tery had been divided, and bled pro- 
fusely, and that he had taken it up 
and dressed the wound. When I saw 
him that morning, he made no comr 
plaint, and, from what I had been 
told, 1 judged that the wound had 
becn properly dressed and attended 
to—so dressed, in short, that if [ had 
met with the limb any where, I 
should have said that it had been 
dressed by a person who understood 
what he was about. I did not see 
the deceased again till the Saturday, 
for on the Friday I was attending to 
Sir Everard Home’s patients, bat I 
heard no complaints from him. When 
I saw him on the Saturday, I found 
that the thigh had swoilen above the 
bandage, but not much, aud not, as I 
believe, in consequence of the roller, 
I, Lowever, took it off, and examined 
the wound ; this was the fourth day, 
and the usual period of examining an 
incised wound is the fourth or fifth 
day ; and I might, perhaps, have left 
ita day longer, but for the swelling 
which l observed. The man made no 
complaint of suffering fium pain, or 
from any thing else, and indeed 
throughout, so tar from complaining, 
he always received me with a smile 
and appeared glad to see me, and 
grateful for what 1 was doing for him: 
it always appeared to me as ifhe was 
making lighter of the suffering, that I 
was sure he must be enduring, than 
he ought, and reluctant to acknow- 
ledge even as much pain ax he really 
felt. On the Saturday [ dressed the 
wound, and again on the Tuesday I 
then thought, on looking at the wound, 
that matter was forming underneath ; 
on the Saturday, the skin had united, 
but on the Tnesday it contained mat- 
ter internally; in consequence of this 
I ordered the limb te fomented 
and poulticed, which was done, and 
the wound opened and gave vent to 
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by the formation of 


also undermined, and the matter ex- 
tended itself down the leg, both ‘be- 
fore and behind; matter likewise bad 
fe within the joint, and the car- 


he said thathe had not been well, brit 
he did not state what his complaint 
bad been. In ‘quence of there 
not being a free vent for the discharge 
of the matter, I thought it necessary 
to enlarge the wound, which did, to 
the extent of about an inch and a half, 
by which means I gave vent to a large 
quantity of matter. In spite of this, 
however, the matter formed all round 
the knee joint, and vxtended down 


‘the fore part of the leg and into the 
‘ealf, so that from time to time it was 
necessary to make large openings to 


tilages were destroyed by ulceration, 
and no surgeon of the least 
whoshould have seen the limb, 

have donbted that the patient had 
died from the effect of the injary that 
he had received, must likewise 
observe, that the management of the 
deceased was not left entirely in my 
hands; his friends that visited him 
frequently administered improp 

to his wants; and the night nurse 
ready to state that she found a va- 
riety of improper things in the cup- 
board near his bed, such as bottles of 
wine, and other things which had been 


give vent to bags of matter that were | introdaced into the hospital, certainly 
formed: these symptoms induced me | without mine, and, I believe, without 
to think thet the joint was wounded, | the nurse's knowledge. Imthis book, 
and I asked the house surgeon if he (Mr. Jeffreys, in the course of the 
was aware thet the capsule of the | evening, had frequently referred to a 
joint had sustained any injury, to) memorandum bock,) in which it is 
which he said no, and assigned a good | custo.. ary for the > ast 
reason for such an answer, for he said | make their rounds, to note whatever 
that at the time of the dressing of the | strikes them as extraordinary, thon 
‘wound there was no discharge of sy-| it is only intended for the use of 


novia, or joint oi! ; the escape of which | pupils, and not for publication, I made 
‘is the nsual proof ef the joint being| such observations on the case asstruck 


‘wounded. In this manner the patient; me to be necessary ; they are cer- 
‘went on, getting from bad to worse,) tainly not so fill as I should have 
and began to be afflicted with a low! made them, had I at all anticipated 
fever and a state of coma, or of dul-| this inquiry; bot, as they stand, Tam 
ness and stupidity, and a constant! willing to submit them to any hospital 
agitation of the limbs : this continved | surgeon in London, to ascertain whe- 
til the mérning of the 23d of July, ther the case, surgically considered, 
when he died. With regard to the, has been improperty treated. , 
treatment he received as to nonrish-| Mr. Barney: Yesterday it was 
ament, I placed him on a strengthening | made to appear as if there was a want 
‘system, and ordered him bark, wine,| of attention on the part of his friends 
porter, brandy, beef-tea, eggs, ar-| to the deceased ; and now, to-day, it 
‘Tow-root, and the like; and he was|-wonld seem as if we had been too 
ently asked if he fancied any’ kind in bringing him wine and other 
‘thing in the way of nourishment; he things. I must, however, observe, 
always, when so asked, expressed | that I never sent the deceased wine. 
himself satisfied, but said thathe had Mr. Jerrreys: I did not suppose 
“mo appetite, and it was with difficulty that you did, nor did I suppose that 
we could get him to take the wine and | so respectable a man as yourself 
brandy that were offered him. For a| would have interfered with the eco- 
few days previous to hie death he was | nomy of an hospital. 
afflicted with a severe diarrhea, and) Mr. B.: L believe you have stated 
‘the’ purging that he underwent in| that the deceased was mild, quiet— 
conseqnence helped to carry him off.| not peevish? No; I did not say that! 
‘After his death, f examined the dis- I said that I always found him in- 
eased limb, and found that the faseia| clined to keep back complaints, aud 
had been undermined nearly to to conceal his sufferings. 
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a free discharge, the matter burrow- | 
the fascia: from 
ich I perceived, I concluded that 
: the deceased had not been ina good) 
- 
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‘Then it would a ag that he suf- 
fered a good deal of pain without com- 
Plaiaing? I certainly am persuaded 
that he always suffered a good deal 
more than he was willing to allow. 

I cam assure the Meeting that I 
have motive in bringing forward 
this charge, but the discharge of my 
duty. [have called in no surgeon's 
opinion on the subject, and therefore 
Ifeel that I stand alone. I hardly 
know whether it is a fair question, 
but [I cannot help asking it, it you did 
not say, on the first removal of the 
bandage, that there was mischief 
brewing, or words to that effect? I 
certainly did not say that the bhand- 
age had been too long on, or too 
tightly applied ; but it is very likely, 
that when I saw the condition of the 
limb, I might have said, ‘‘ Why, there 
is‘mischief brewing kere!” 


Examined by Mr. J. S. Fuiler. 


You have said that you ordered 
certain food for the deceased ; is it 
customary for the surgeon to order 
What he pleases? Certainly, for 
such patients as he deems it neces- 


we And he may order for them what 
he pleases?—Certainly ; the Go- 
vernors of this Hospital have put no 
restriction as to expence on the com- 
forts of the patieuts, and there is no- 
thing which the medical officer is not 
at | to offer—no duke in the 
land can be better fed, or have more 
comforts provided, than it is within 
our discretion to order: 1 have my- 
self, when a patient took a fancy to 
them, ordered oFanges for him, when 
they were a shilling a piece. 


Examined by Dr. Gregory. 


In looking back at what you have 
dene for the deceased, do you see 
reason to wish there had been any al- 


any alteration in your mode of treat- 
ment? NotiotheJeast 

Did you give yourevidence at the 
Coroner’s Inquest to the same pur- 

rt that you have given it-now? I 

lieve 1 yave. it in nearly the same 
words that I have given it at this te- 
ble. j 

Were there any. alterations of im- 
portance? Nowe whatever, Lam 
sure my evidence was to she same ef- 
fect, and { believe in nearly the same 
words. 

After your examination on that oc- 
casion it appears that there was a 
question put by a Juror, tending to 
show that the death of the deceased 
had been occasioned by improper 
treatment ; it was asked if the swell- 
ing was not caused by the bandage? 
I think not; and the proof is, thatthe 
swelling took place above the knee, 
whereas, if it had proceeded from the 
tightness of the bandage, it would 
have shown itself below. 

Then, with this exeeption, there was 
no question put by the Jurors? The 
impression on my mind certainly was, 
that the Coroner and the Jary were 
fully satisfied with my evidence. 


Examined by Mr. Sleigh. 


You were asked whether the joint 
was wounded er not, and | believe 
you said not? No: the question, as 
I understood it, was, did 1 at the time 
know that the joimt was wounded, to 
which [ replied no, and which I again - 

t. 


repea 

I am convineed that no person can 
be moreaware than you how mucha 
the knee is calculated to be affected 
by slight wounds: Wonld you have 
adopted no other course under the 
anti-phlogistic head? My treatment 
would have been the same. 

Do you think that a free evapora- 
tion can be kept up with such a roller 


teration in the mode of treatment? 
None at all: I look back with the 
feeling that I did every thing that was 
Proper towards the patieut, and in 
the honest discharge of my duty as 
surgeon to this Hospital. 

You have said that you did not 
think that the joint was injured, but 
subsequently had reason to sappose 
that it was: if you had known that in 
the , would it have caused 


pplied to the knee? When the eva- 
porating lotion was applied the band- 
age was off. 

Then the evaporating lotion was not 
applied till Saturday? No. 

If you were called to a private in- 
dividual with such a wound, should 
you have contented yourself with ap- 
plying a piece of plaster and a band- 
age, and then leave it for four days? 
Tthas been stated, that, in addition te 
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thing 

Bat Tam » ing as to local ap- 
plications ? bandage was taken 
aff on the Saturday, and cold lotions 
substituted on that day. 

When did yon find that matter had 
formed within the wound: how far 
the thigh was there inflammation ? "k 
very considerable way, but at the same 
time the swelling had not that tension, 
that leat, and that induration, which 
marks acute inflammation. It was a 
feverish kind of inflammation, the 
swelling being pale, flabby, and some- 
what edematous, and the matter bur- 
rowed under the fascia, without any 
= marked signs of acute inflamma- 


Would not the swelling be produced 
by tight bandaging? No, Sir, I never 
knew a swelling above the wound oc- 
easioned by a tight roller; if it had 
been below, I should have suspected 
that the bandage might have had a 

in occasioning it. 

How far up did you find the matter 
after the death of the deceased? 
Nearly to the hip; it was likewise all 
round the knee joint, and had ex- 
tended down to the calf of the leg; 
the whole of the interior cavity was a 
secreting surface, end I should think 
that the quantity of matter the patient 
lost for the last three weeks, must 
have amounted to a piut or a pint and 
a half every twenty four hours, so 
that not only the bed was deluged, 
but I was obliged to order the fomen- 
tations and the poultices to be re- 
newed three or four times every day. 

Mr. Jerrreys : If no gentleman has 
farther questions to propose to me, I 
must beg leave now to say a few 
words as far as concerns myself, I 
throw myself upon this Committee to 
see justice done to my professional 
character ; inst that character foul 
imputations have been brought, of 
such a nature, that if I were guilty of 
them, it would be impossible for me 
ever agvin to show my face imsociety. 
If this Committee considers that the 
facts which have been laid to my charge 
have been made out, I call upon you 
to do yourselves and your Institution 
justice, and to hold me up, as I de- 
serve, to the hatred and to the con- 


tempt.of the world ; but if i 
that I have discharged my duty as you 
i t I have 
always been found at my post, 
at that post Ihave been found to 
as a man and a surgeon, then I 
upon you to hold me forth as an 
nest officer, who has been strict in the 
discharge of his duty. Before I was 
chosen an officer of this hospital, I 
was the assistant-surgeon at the St. 
G ‘'s and St. James’s Dispensary 
for eight years, and always there dis- 
charged my official functions to the 
satisfaction of the Governors, the 
Gentlemen who were my —y == 
and to the patients themselves. Since 
that time I have been governed by the 
same sentiments and by the same feel- 
ings, and throughout I have felt but 
the single principle, that in discharg- 
ing my office with zeal and assiduity, 
I was not only doing my duty to them, 
but to my God. (Hear, hear.) If, in 
any one instance, I have failed in the 
duty that I owe to the patients of this 
Hospital, I call on the Governors to 
bring that instance forward. I have 
at this moment many patients here, 
who have been long under my care, 
and I claim it at the hands of this 
Committee, that they do me the jus- 
tice that is in their power, by appoint- 
ing as many gentlemen as they may 
think fit, to go round the Hospita 
wards, from bed to bed of my patente, 
to take the name and the disease 
each one, and to inquire most scrupu- 
lously what my conduct towards them 
has been. Let that Report be laid 
before this Committee and the public; 
it is a request that appears to me rea- 
sonable, and it is a justice that I have 
a right to demand at your hands, 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Baper thought that he should 
be consulting the feelings of the whole 
Committee, he was sure he should his 
own, when he said that such a pro- 
ceeding as that proposed by Mr. Jet- 
freys was entirely unnecessary —it was 
impossible for anybody who had at- 
tended to the clear and manly exposi- 
tion of the scientific treatment the 
deceased had received at the hands of 
Mr. Jeffreys, to harbour the smallest 
notiov of impropriety on the part of 
racter being inju e ingniry, 
was greatly » ana he did not 
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think that there was the slightest im- 
against his knowledge as a 

geon, or his humanity as a Gentle- 
man. (Applause.) 

Mr. Jerrrevs: It is hardly neces- 
sary for me to say how highly satisfac- 
tory the words that have fallen from the 
Hon. Governor are tome(sobbing), bat 
stili I must say, that I should esteem it 
as the greatest favour to have my re- 
quest granted. The patients that are 
brought to an hospital are placed an- 
der very unfortunate circumstances ; 
they are not at liberty to choose their 
own medical adviser, but are obliged 
to submit to that person whose week 
ithappens to be, whether they have 
any confidence in hin or no; ander 
sach cireamstances, I am naturally 
desirous, lest any patient should feel 
aggrieved ut being attended by me, 
to have every thing like an imputa- 
tion against my surgical character 
away. 

e CiratrMAn did not, for his part, 
consider it at all necessary to comply 
with Mr. Jeffreys’s request; it would 
look as if the Committee had still 
some doubt left on their minds. The 
only point that they now had to con- 
sider was, wiiether a satisfactory ex- 
planation had been given of the 
charges of neglect and bad surgical 
treatment. If there were any auuties! 
gentlemen present, who would favour 
the Committee with their opinions, 
they wonld most willingly be heard. 

Mr. Money, a surgeon, and one of 
the Governors of the Hospital, had 
listened attentively to the examina- 
tion of Mr. Jeffreys, and had very 
great pleasure in obeying the sam- 
mons of the Chairman. From what 
he had heard that day given in evi- 
dence, if he had wanted any thing to 
raise the character of Mr. Jeffreys in 
his opinion, he would say that his con- 
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and to 
the Lock Hospital, said, that he had 
attended to the detail which Mr. Jef- 
freys had given of the treatment of 
the deceased, and there was no one 
point in which he could have wished - 
for any alteration, aud he must cer- 
tainly say for himself that there was 
no one objection in which he could 
concur with Mr. Sleigh. 

Mr. Sceicu, as one of the Com- 
mittee, begged to state, that while he 
gave every credit to Mr. Jeffreys for 
having done every thing within his 
judgment for the patient, yet he could 
not concar with the treatment that he 
had received, and he had therefore 
drawn up a protest, which he begged 
to read to the Committee. At the 
same time that it would be seen that 
he protested against the treatment 
which John Hammond had received 
in the Hospital, it was not at all his 
wish or his intention to interfere with 
the character or abilities of any one 
connected with the Hospital. Mr. 
Sleigh then read his protest, which 
deprecated in severe terms the treat- 
ment Hammond had experienced, and 
insisted that the charges of neglect 
against the nurses, and the improper 
treatment on the part of the surgeons, 
had been fally proved. 
~ Mr. Money felt sure, that Mr. Bai- 
ley had only been indaced to bring 
forward the question from a feeling 
of hamanity; and he now begzed to 
ask him, if he was not contented with 
the duty he had performed, and per- 
fectly satisfied with the statements 
that had been made in reply to his 
charge? 

Mr. Batter begged to observe, 
that he was not the cause of the in- 
quest, and indeed had not known till 
two o’clock on the previous Friday, 


dact that day had done it; it was such 
as must convince every Governer of 
his honour and integrity. 

Mr. Brovcuaton, surgeon to the 


that such a thing was to take place, 
j when the summoning officer calted 
| Spon him. If any mistake as to 
cleanliness had taken place, he was 


Life Gaards and to the St. George's sorry for it—it might have arisen from 
and St. James’s Dispensary, said,that hospital sheets and hotel sheets being 
if his hamble testimony could add any | of a different colour. (A langh.) With 
thing to what had already been said, respect to the surgical treatment he 


he was prond to say, that he had not 
heard any ae from the commence- 
ment to the end of the investigation 


had determined all along to be go- 
verned by the opinion of medical 
men, if they were satisfied he shoald 


 be—it had been stated that he hada 


which had tended to change his g 
| desire to injure the Hospital ; so far 


opinion of Mr. Jeffreys. 
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Mr. G.G. Banineron, surgeon to 


from it, if he had committed a sin by 
bringing forward the present inquiry, 
he begged tu atone for it by presenc- 
ing the Enstitation with his cheque tor 
1081. towards the building fund. 

Dr. Greoory was requested to 
draw up a Resolution, and the follow- 
ing was finally agreed to and carried 
bya slow of 25 hands, none being 
hetd-up against it. 

“ After a full and mature consider- 
athon of the evidence addaced in sup- 
port of the charges of neglect and in- 
attention on the part of the nurses, 
aml want ef proper cleanliness and 
toed, and also of want of due strgical 
tréatment to the deceased Ham 
ménd, it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee, that the said charges are in no 
way substantiated ; that, on the con- 
trary, every possible attention was 
afforded'to hin by the nurses of the 
hospital, and every thing done for his 
benefit whic) protessional skill could 
dietate.” 


The following Resolution was then 
nem. -con.:-—* That the 
thanks of this Committee be given to 
Mr. Bayley, for his conduct’ during 
the present investigation, und also for 
his very liberal donation of 1002. to 
the Bailding Fund of the new hospi- 
tah, whiely-he stated to be in consider- 
ation of the result of this investiga- 
tion.” 


Mr. Sretcn begged leave to offer 
his mite often guineas to the Building 
Fdnd; and, in order to show that he 
had no animosity on the subject, 
moved, “ ‘That this Committee cannot 
separate without conveying to Mr. 
Jeffreys their fullest approbation of 
his conduct, during the whole of the 
period in which he has acted as sar- 
geon ‘and assistant surgeon to this 
Hospital, and, in particular, of their 
high sense of the professional skill 
and humanity whieh he exhibited to- 
wards the deceased, Hammond.” 
Tlie motion was seconded and carried 
unanimous 


ly. 
Thanks were then voted to the 
Chairman, and the Mecting separated 
at‘@ quarter before four o'clock. 


From the very great length to 
which our account of these proceed- 
ings has extended, bat a small 
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space for comment remains, we shall 
therefore pass over the first batch of 
filth—the neglect and uncleantiness 
the part of the nurses, and proceed at 
once to grapple with the second batch 
of filth—the improper surgicai treat- 
ment. This is by far the most import- 
antpart of the case, and to examine 
which is the special duty of the Medi- 
cal Press, Wet it not be , understood, 
that by our thus omitting to notice in 
amore pointed manner the charges 
against the nurses, that we consider 
them to have been refuted—quite the 
reverse,—as we are of opinion, that 
the evidence of Mr. BaiLey’s servants 
and of Crump the gardener has un- 
equivocally proved that the unfortu- 
nate Hammonp was kept in a condi- 
tion most disgustingly unclean. 


Now, then, for an examination of 
the merits of the scientific surgical 
practice at St. George’s Hospital. 
Mr. Prrman, the house surgeon, 
swears at the Coroner's Inquest, that 
Hammond was taken to the Hospital 
on Wednesday the 15th of June, 
* with a deep cut on the right knee, 
from which was issuing a consider- 
able quantity of blood from a divided 
artery—a great ‘deal of inflammation 
ensued in about three or four days. 
He complained of great pain before 
the bandage was taken off.” Before 
the Committee at the Hospital, this 
gentleman stated that the wound was 
situated as nearly as possible over the 
external condyle of the femur. 


“ Where was the wound situated ? 
Outside of the knee. 

Opposite the eaternal condyle of 
the femur? As nearly opposite as 
possible 
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In what direction was the wound— 
rallel to the axis of the femar or 
Parallel.” 


this could have been a deep wound, 
aud into what deeply-seated part it 
could have penetrated. It was a 
deep wound, says Mr. Prrman, on his 
eath, yet from its sitnation that was 
impossible. Weil, on the Wednesday 
a ligature is apptied to a bleeding 
vessel iv this deep wound, which is 
afterwards closed by strips of adhe- 
sive plaster, and over these is applied 
au BIGHTEEN-TAILED bandage. Afr. 
Jeffreys states, that he saw the man 
on the following morning. ‘“ J saw,” 
says he, “* that the wound had been 
properly dressed, so dressed, in short, 
that if had met with the limb any 
where, I should have said that it had 
been dressed by a person who under- 
stood what he was about.” A iittle 
while after this Mr. J. tells us that he 
did not take off the banduze watil the 
Saturday, so that he saw the properly- 
dressed wound through an cighteen- 
tailed bandage aad several strips of ad- 
hesive plaster! After this, it isto be 
hoped, that Mr. J. will never think of 
torturing a patient by sounding him 
for stone, as it would appear, that 
by placing his eye at the orifice of 
the urethra, he could convert that 
tube into a telescope, and instantly 
take a survey of the internal surface 
of the bladder—this must prove a 
great acquisition to Mr. J., and is an 

The memory of Mr. Pitman appears 
to bese very deficient, that we shal! 


| dwell but slightly on his evidence be- 
fore the Committee, more especially 
as he acted only, after the first day, as. 
the instrumentof Mr. Jerraeys, whom 
it was his duty to obey; as the lat, 
ter gentleman saw that the wound was 
properly dressed, and approved of 
what the House Surgeon had done, 
the whole of the responsibility de- 
volves on him—the merit, therefore, 
of the scientific treatment, in truth, 
belongs to Mr. Jerrreys. At page 158 
of our present Number, will be found 
a detailed account of Hammond's 
case; our strictures will be confined 
to the method of cure adopted during 
the first few days after the accident ; 
for whether the inflammation arose 
from the bandage or frem the wound) 
it mustgbe admitted, by all competent 
judges, that the foundation for the 
subsequent catastrophe was laid at 
very early period. 

Let us now look at the evidence as 
given on oath at the Inquest, respect 
ing the pain felt by Hammond: before 
the bandage was removed. 


“A great deal of inflammation of 
the thigh and knee joint ensued, in 
about three or four days. He com- 

lained of great pain before the 

lage was taken off.” Henry Pit- 
man. 

“TI visited him every day; he com- - 
plained for the first four days of great 

Samuel Ruggles 


pain.” 
(Evidence before the Committee.) 


“ When I called, he said that he 
had been in very great pain till the 
bandage had beva removed ; but new 
that it was gone, he felt quite in hea- 
ven.” Cutherine Ambleton, 

** On the Sunday after his going to 
the Hospital on the We + | 
saw him ; his leg was then much be t’ 
ter, from the removal of the bandage - 
William Cramp. 


‘Was the capsailar ligament wound- 
ed? No, 

- Now we shoukl have liked very 

much ‘to hear from Mr. Prrman how 

a 


_ Teaw the deceased in the Hospi- 
tal the morning after the accident, and 
poe morning afterwards up till his 
death, except two mornings. He said 
that bis leg was in dreadful pain the 
first time I called (Thursday morn- 
ing), and so he did during the first 
four mornings when I saw it, and the 
swelling had extended over the band. 
age. The doctors then came and took 
the bandage away, and his leg be- 
came much better.” Samuel Ruggles. 

_ . Here stands this evidence, not one 
word of which, nay not one syllable of 
jt, has been contradicted. On the part 
of the Hospital, twelve witnesses were 
esamined—exclusive of Messrs. Pit- 
MAN and Jerrreys—eight Patients 
from the ward in which Hammond 
lay, the two Nurses, the Matron, and 
a Popil; nomention is made of the 
bandage by either of these persons, 
and ali questions relative to it appear to 
have been most studiously avoided. The 
Pupil, it is also curious to remark, 
was the only person who had been 
questioned on the subject of the pain ; 
but in this there was no risk, for he 
had only paid attention to Hammond 
for a month, and had heard no com- 
piaint. The man had been in the 
» Hospital nine days before Mr. Pupil 
became acquainted with the case ; so 
that the bandaging exploit had then 
terminated for a considerable period, 
and the young gentleman had an op- 
portunity only of seeing its effects. 

It is. worthy of observation, that the 
Rev. Chaplain requested that he might 
not be examined; for, said the cun- 
ning man, “ bad I known any thing 
improper, I should have stated it.” 
From this pithy sentence more may 
_ be Jearned than at first sight would 
appear. The Chaplain’s office in St. 
George’s Hospital is his bread; and 
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whatever the institation may be, yet 
we dare say, forthe Rev. Gentleman, 
it is a very comfortable home. Now, 
as we may suppose that an inerease of 
salary would not be the least desirable 
thing te Mr. Hucues, and as it isin 
the power of the Weekly Board -of 
Governors to confer that bounty (sab- 
sequently to be confirmed by a Gene- 
ral Board), we are inclined to think 
that it would have been very grateful 
to his feelings, and a favourable omen 
to his future prospects, could he have 
given any evidence which would have 
been acceptable to the supporters of 
Mr. Jerrreys; but unfortenately he 
knew too much of the bandage, too 
much of the pain that it had oeca- 
sioned, to risk an examination. The 
Rev. Gentleman feeling that he was 
to answer honestly such questions as 
were proposed to him, and knowing 
that his replies would not be credit- 
able to Mr. Jerrreys or the esta 
blishment, in this awkward dilemma, 
begged to be excused the scrutiny ; 
whereupon the Chairman, who, by 
the way, was exceedingly impartial 
on one side, immediately took the hint 
and exclaimed, ‘‘ Chaplain, away! 
thy priesthood saves thy life.” 
Having now distinctly proved that 
the bandage did give excessive pain 
previous to its removal, and remarked 
upon the absence of any contradiction 
as to the pain having been produced 
by the tightness of the bandage on the 
part of the hospital witnessess, we 
have to consider whether the appli- 
cation of the bandage was proper in 
the first instanee, and then whether 
it was right to persist in its use under 
the peculiar circumstances of the case. 


4 
af 
a 


AUGUST 6, 1:25. 


Mr. Jerrreys having boldly insisted 
upen the propriety of the practice, 
and as it has also been approved of 
by his colleagues, and other emi- 
nent surgeons, viz. Messrs. Money, 
_ Broughton, and Babingtor, whom, 
God help us! we never heard of be- 
' fore Saturday last. Now, the appli- 
cation of the bandage in the first in- 
stance having been approved of by 
these eminent persons, we call upon 
all, or either of them, ta show us a 
single case, in any surgical work of 
the least repute, in which an eighteen- 
tailed bandage had been applied for 
such a wound as the one in question. 
- We defy them to do this; the fact is, 
that ro precedent has been furnished 
for such practice, unless in St. George's 
Hospital; and if the precedent be 
supplied there, why then it would 
merely prove (which, indeed, is un- 
necessary) that the surgical practice 
of that institution is any thing bat 
what it ought to be. An eighteen- 
tailed bandage! on straps of adhe- 
sive plaster necessary to a cut of 
only ao inch and a half in length over 
the external condyle of the femur! Is 
there another instance of the kind 
upon record? we really believe not— 
nay, we are certain of it, and it is 
scandalous to the surgery of the age. 
In the first place, if the bandage was 
intended to be useful, it ought to have 
been applied (which indeed it was) 
with some degree of tightness, but its 
application ought to have been com- 
menced at the foot, and to have been 
continued above the injured part, and 
nothave been fixed only on the middie 
ef the limb, so as to act as a ligature, 
on the vessels below it, and as an ir- 


Vs 


ritant to those above it, and thus te 
produce inflammation both above and 
below the bandage. We contend, that 
there was not in this case the slightest 
necessity for a bandage, and that ad- 
hesive plaster ‘is all that would have 
been applied by a jadiciows person— 
had the wound been in the middle of 
the thigh, and deep, then the applica- 
tion of a roller from the foot might 
have been necessary, with a view to 
unite the bottom of the wound as 
well as its surface, by the first in- 
tention; bat here no such result 
was to be obtained; the wound was 
quite superficial, nearly as much so as 
a wound in the scalp, and more so 
than many of the wounds in the face, 
or in the integuments of the chest. 
In all these cases what surgeon of 
the present day would apply more 
than simple straps of adhesive plaster 
for a ent of an inch or two in length > 
and again, in wounds near the knee 
joint, the only thing we fear is the 
approach of inflammation; every 
thing, therefore, calculated to act as 
a stimulas to the part should be most 
cautiously avoided ; besides, if eva- 
porating lotions are to be applied, 
could they so effectually act upon the 
skin if an eighteen-tailed bandage 
intervened? Mr. Jeffreys cannot as- 
sert that the bandage was applied 
for the purpose of guarding the plas- 
ter from the effects of the lotion, be- 
cause, in his evidence before the Hos- 
pital Board, he distinctly asserted, 
that no lotion was applied until the 
bandage had been taken off. And, ou 
the other hand, if the bandage had 
been used with a view of supporting 
the adhesive plaster, even admitting 
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the employment of lotions, it would 
merely have furnished evidence that 
either the Apothecary of the Institu- 
tien does not know how to prepare 
adhesive plaster, or that the sur- 
gery man cannot spread it. One 
of the very great advantages at- 
tending the use of sticking plaster, is, 
the circumstance that it covers but a 
very small portion of the integuments 
beyond the wound, so that, in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of the injury, both 
leeches and evaporatirg lotions may 
be employed with the greatest possi- 
ble-advantage. The incision, it was 
admitted by Mr. Jerrreys, did not 
penetrate the capsular ligament; but 
if it had, says Mr. J., “ it would have 
made no difference in the treatment ; 
not in the least.” Now, as Mr. Jer- 
rrevs thinks very highly of the surgi- 
cal talents of Mr. Anernetny, we beg 
him to peruse the following passage, 
taken from a case in his Surgical Ob- 
servations, in which he gives an ac- 
count of the removal of some loose 
cartilages of the knee joint, similar to 
an operation performed by Mr. Jer- 
Freys about a fortnight since, which 


we shall have occasion more particu- 


larly to notice bye and bye. “ The 
capsule was now laid bare, and I 
gently divided it to the extent of half 
an inch, where it covered one of the 
hard substances, which suddenly slip- 
ped through the opening, and by 
pressing gently upon the other, it also 
came throngh at the same part. The 
fluid contained in the joint was pressed 
toward the wound, and about two 
ounces of synovia were discharged. 
I then drew the wound of the integu- 
ments gently towards the patella, 
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pressed the two sides together, and 
clasped it aecarately with sticking- 
plaster, enjoining the patient to keep 
the limb as free from motion as possi— 
ble.” New this was a more’ serious. 
wound than poor Hammond’s, yet 
Me. does not employ am 
eighteen-tailed bandage, nor indeed — 
would any other man who was ac- 
quainted with the true principles of 
surgery. Let it be understood that 
we do not positively attribute the oc- 
currence of the intlammation in this 
case to the employment ef the band- 
age, because we are well aware how 
insignificant a wound of the fascia, 
covering a joint, will often give birth 
te an alarming inflammation of that 
joint. The bandage may have cansed 
the inflammation by forming a stric- 
ture upon the vessels of the limb, 
and it is our opinion that it did so; 
that the obstinacy with which the 
bandage was continued accelerated 
the inflammatory action there cannot 
be the smallest doubt ; the only means, 
therefore, used as a remedy were ab- 
solutely and evidently injurious, whilst 
every thing calculated to prove of 
service was altogether withheld. The 
practice, therefore, which was pur- 
sued in this case was not passive, but 
absolutely bad—hurtful ; and the man 
would have stood a much better 
chance of recovery had the limb been 
left entirely to itself, instead of bav- 
ing experienced the scientific treat 
ment of the surgeons of St. George's 
Hospital ; treatment so highly ap- 
preved by Messrs. Banincror, 
Broventon, and Monsy. Wounds 
near joints cannot be watched with 
too much caution, or treated with 
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toe..mach promptitude ; the moment 
inflammation makes its appearance, 
the antipblogistic system should be 
rigorously énforced. The late Mr. 
Hey, one of the best practical sur- 
geons of his time, thus speaks, in his 
“* Practical Observations,” page 354, 
“ In wounds of the joints, it is always 
my endeavour to prevent the occur- 
renee of inflammation ; upon this cir- 
cumstance chiefly depends the suc- 


cessful termination. I bave secn many 


lange wounds of the great joints heal- 
ed without the supervention of any 
dangerous symptoms, where due care 
has been taken to prevent inflamma- 
tion ; whilst injuries, apparently tri- 
fling, will often be followed by a train 
of disastrous and dangerous conse- 
quences, where such care has been 
neglected. It is generally easier to 
prevent inflammation in the joints, 
after a wonnd, than to arrest its 
progress when once begun.” What 
surgeon of reputation does Mr. Jer- 
FREYS believe would voluntarily come 
forward and sacrifice his professional 
character by sanctioning the treat- 
ment pursued in this case? Why did 
not Mr. Cuine and Mr. Lynn attend ? 
Was it because they had no desire to 
servehim? Was it becawse they had 
no regard for his reputation? The 
fact is, they had a greater regard for 
their own, and feeling that they could 
not applaud, they resolved not to con- 
denin. If Mr. Jerrreys can procure 
a letter from any justly-celebrated 
surgeon, which shall contain an ap- 
proval or acquiescence of the manner 
in which he conducted the manage- 
meant of the case of John Hammond, 
and will forward that letter to us, we 


will immediately publish it; but we 
can assure him that the precious do- 
cument is not to be obtained. 

On the subject of the surgical treat- 
ment we think enough has been now 
advanced to satisfy every impartial 
person who is capable of forming an 
opinion on the question, that it was 
most injuriously wrong on the follow- 
ing grounds: first, the application of 


an eighteen-tailed bandage; second-. 


ly, in the application of any band- 
age to the middle of the limb; third-. 
ly, from the culpable negligence whielr 
was manifested in delaying the re- 
moval of the bandage after the occur- 
rence of severe pain and inflamma- 
tion ; and, fourthly, from the equally 
culpable negligence manifested by 
not resorting with the utmost strict- 
ness to the antiphiogistic system > 
in not abstracting blood ia large 
quantities; in not administering pur- 
gative and antimonial medicines, and 
the application of leeches frequently 
tothe knee, together with the con- 
stant use of evaporating lotions, We 
trast that our comments will net pro- 
cure for us the displeasure ef Mr. 
Jeffreys, for whom we entertain as 
great a regard as we do for the other 
hospital surgeons at the west end of 
the town. Mr. Jeffreys has furnish- 
ed us with a commentary on his own 
practice far more severe than any 
thing we have ad vanced,and which con- 
tains ao unequivocal acknowledgment 
of the errors he committed in the con- 
dact of the case of John Hammond. 
In our last Number, July 30, page 126, 
will be found an account of the case of 
John Reynolds, from whose knec, on 


the 11th July, Mr. Jerrasysextracted 
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a piece of loose cartilage. In that 
operation the incision into the joint 
was made very nearly in the same 
situation as that which existed in the 
knee of John Hammond ; in fact, the 
only material difference in the two 
cuts, was, that one was through the 
capsular ligament while the other was 
not ; this difference in the nature of the 
wounds Mr. Jerrreys, in his exami- 
nation before the Hospital Committee, 
admitted ought not to give rise to the 
Case of John Reynolds, a cut on the out- 

side of the knee joint, passing through 

the capsular ligament. 

First day.—Adhesive plaster and a 
reller applied, and ordered evaporat- 


ing lotions. 
“beso day.—Pain in the situation 
of the wound. 
Ordered—The bandage. to be re- 
moved ; to lose 14 oz. of blood from 
the arm, and to have 16 leeches applied 
to the knee. Lotion continued. | 
_ Third day.—Slept weil last night ; 
has received great relief from the bleed- 
ing and the application of the leeches ; 
swelling of the knee and thigh greatly 
subsided ; still there is pain on pres- 
sure ; pulse fall and strong. Ordered 
—Lotion to be continued; to lose 


slightest differencein the mode of treat- 
ment. The subjects of both these cases 
were young men of very healthy con- 
stitations and regular habits. It would 
be difficalt to meet with two cases in 
which there were so many coincident 
circumstances. We shall now detail 
the treatment adopted in the first 
five daysof each case, and beg to call 
the attention of the reader to Mr. 
JEFFREYS’ similar treatment. 

See p. 139, last paragraph, Ist col. 


Case of John Hammond, a cut on the 
outside of the knee, NOT passing 
through the capsular ligament. 
First day.—Adhesive plaster over 

the wound, and an eighteen-tail ban- 


dage. 
econd day.—Pain in the knee.— 
Nothing ordered. 


Third day.—Severe pain extendi 
along the ateide of thigh, with 
great tenderness in the joint; pulse 
96, fall and strong; fever; bowels 
costive ; nothing ordered. 


U4 oz. of blood, and 16 leeches to be 


applied to the thigh. 
Haust. Satin. xiss. 


lese 14 ounces of blood; to have 16 
leeches applied to the thigh; to take 
a senna draught immediately, and re- 
peat it every hours, till the bowels 
are well opened ; lotion continued. 
Fifth day.—Slept well last night; 


- the wound has united by the first in- 


tentien ; still considerable inflamma- 
tion of the thigh; pain on pressure 
very acute. Ordered to lose 14 oz. 
of blood ; to have 24 leeches applied 
te the thigh, and the evaporating lo- 
tion to be continned. 

“* Would it have cansed any altera- 
tion in your mode of treatment? Not 
in the least!” 


Fourth day.—Great pain in the 
knee and up the thigh; inflammation 
in the course of the vastus externus ; 
considerable swelling above and be- 
low the bandage. Nothing ordered. 


Fifth day.—Morning, nothing or- 
dered; afternoon, bandage removed, 
and the patient is much relieved ina 
consequence. 


Is this any difference of treatment ? 
Certainly not!! 


. 
Liq. Ant, Tart. 55s.—M. ft. 
haust. sextis horis samend. 
‘ Fourth_day.—Not so well as yester- 
day; the swelling of the thigh in. 
‘ creased ; pulse full and strong; tongue 
he furred ; bowels costive; ordered to 
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Without exception, this is the most 
curious similar treatment we ever 
heard of, and cannot fail to render 
Mr. Jerraeys’ case of John Ham- 
mond as notorious as Jor Burns’ case 
of hernia, or Stwon Pure’s case of 
cure after dissection! The above 
exposé of the consistency and skill of 
Mr. Jerrreys renders any additional 
remark unnecessary. 

We have neither leisure, space, nor 
inclination to enter into the subject of 
the two days’ farce performed at the 
Hospital: the proceedings were in- 
judicious and inapplicable, for it is not 
to be endured that the accused parties 
should be their own witnefses, and be 
acquitted upon their own evidence, 
without having the slightest collateral 
support. Mr. Jerrreys, from his own 
declaration before the Committee, and 
from his treatment of Reynolds, it is 
evident, had been guilty of neglect 
and unscientific surgical conduct. As 
to Mr. Pitman, the House Surgeon, 
we do net conceive so much blame is 
attributable to him ; he is very young, 
and if he be incapable of executing 
the duties of his office, the fault is not 
in him, but in those who placed him 
there. Of Mr. Baivey and his manly 
behaviour we can speak: only in the 
most unqualified terms of praise ; he 
has rendered a very essential service 
to the cause of humanity by bringing 
this disgraceful transaction into pub- 
lic view. The affair has excited a 
very lively interest, and it will indace 
many charitably-disposed persons to 
be wary of subscribing their alms to 
institutions which, professing to be 
sanctuaries of useful charity, will 
new be discovered tobe better entitled 


to the appellation of human slanghter- 
honses. In the vote of thanks to Mr. 
BatLey was embodied a declaration 
that he subscribed his 100/. to the 
Hospital in consequence of the result 
of the investigation before the Com- 
mittee ; this is not correct, Mr. BAILEY 
stated nothing of the kind ; his words 
were these—“‘ With respect to the 
surgical treatment, he had determined 
all along to be governed by the opi- 
nions of medical men—if they were 
satisfied, he should be. It had been 
stated that he had a desire to injure 
the Hospital ; so far from it, if he had 
committed a sin by bringing forward 
the present inquiry, he begged to 
atone for it by presenting the institu- 
tion with his cheque for 100/. towards 
the building fund.” In this Mr. Baitey 
displayed the same good sense which 
he exhibited throughout the whole 
business ; he felt that the surgical treat- 
ment was a subject on which he was 
not competent to form a sound opi- | 
nion; therefore, he very judiciously 
qualified his language in the above 
manner. 

It has been stated that the Com- 
mittee was very numerously attended 
—so far from it, on Saturday, when 
we were there, not more than sixty 
individuals were present, and when 
the resolutions were about to be put, 
and non-governors requested to with- 
draw, it appeared that not more 
than twenty-five or twenty-six re- 
mained in the room, the greater part 
of whom were medical men, the per- 
sonal friends of Mr. Jerrreys, during 
his defence, and when 


“ The wretched animal heav'd forth 
such groans, 
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his' 
Almost to bursting; and the big round | 


tears 


‘The old ladies were very much af- 
féeeted ‘by this touch of the pathetic, 
and it did a great deal towards ob- 
tainimg for him his vote of thanks 
from Mr. Stercu, who was the 
terof'the farce, and acted well up ‘to 
the original. Was it the whining of 
Mr. Jeffreys which produced in Mr. 
Sleigh so sudden a change of opinion 
as ‘tothe surgical skill manifested in 
the treatment of Jolm Hammond, all 
recollection, too, of the mortified arm 
of poor Wheeler? faith, Mr. Sleigh, you 
were vacillating in the extreme, and 
we can assure you that such conduct 
will not raise you either in the esti- 
mation of your professional brethren 
or the public. Contrasted with Mr. 
Bailey's courageous perseverance and 
uptightness, your conduct forms a 
perfect antithesis. 

For another example of the skill of 
the house surgeons, and good fortune 
which usually attends those persons 
whe apply to Hospitals for relief, we 
refer our readers to our report from the 
Middlesex Hospital, page 157, where 
it will be seen that a poor Irishman, 
on applying at the Hespitai with a 
disloeated shoulder, was told “ it was 
only abruise,”’ and sent away with a 
pewder and lotion, and it was not 
until the Tuesday (about 60 hoars af. 
terwards), when the part had become 
exquisitely sensible from inflammation, 
that the dislocation was detected, and 
reduced. As our public Hospitalsare 


beneficial’ to the community, they are 
| almost as many vuisances. It is a 
common practice, when the poor re- 
ceive injuries, as in the case of John 
Hammond, (who ouglit not to have: 
entered an hospital,) to send them 
immediately to one of these Institu- 
tions, and when the patients arrive, 
if their injuries be serions, there is no 
resident surgeon who either can oris 
permitted te perform, if it be an im- 
portant one, the required operation; 
the surgeon of the week is then sent 
for, who probably resides three miles 
from the Hospital (one of the surgéons,. 
for example, of St. Thomas's lives near 
Berkeley-square,) and it often hap- 
pens, especially in cases of injuries 
of the head, that the unfortunate 
sufferers breathe their last many hours 
before the arrival of the Medical 
Officer. With such enormous reve- 
nues as our Hospitals possess, (two of 
them to the extent of forty thousand 
pounds a year,) the Governors of which 
are so well enabled to some skilful 
surgeon a handsome sem for his ex- 
clusive labours, it becomes a most 
glaring and palpable abuse, and a 
complete antidote to the benevolent 
intentions of their supporters. 


150 
| | at present governed, instead of being 
Gours'd one another down his inno- 
4 cent nose, 
In piteous chase.” 
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ANALYSIS OF FOREIGN MEDICAL JOUR- 
NALS. 


REVUE MEDICALE—JUNE 1825. 


of Diseuses observed in the 


‘cessor 


he presen 
gear, 1825. By j 


‘Tux number of patients admitted the 
ae six months have been one 

red and sixty ; eighty-three were 
acute, and the remainder chronic dis- 
eases. The number of deaths have 
been rather less than a fifth M. 
Laewnnec pleads the unfavourable ter- 
mination of a large pcertion of the 
chronic diseases as an excuse for the 
mortality being so great, and refers 
to the following table in support of 
his assertion :— 

Acute Diseases. 
Intermittentdo. ........ 3 
pox .............. 4 
Rheumatisms ...... 


Inflammation of the arach- 
noid membrane . 


ths 


Peritonitis cmt 
Lumba 


go 


© CHOON 


3 
1 


Chronie Di 
Apoplexies .......-.-.. 3 
Softening of the ov 1 

chord 
Paraplegies 2 
1 
Chronic pulmonary catarrhs 5 
Gangrene of the lungs... 
Consumptions ...-.,.... 1 

tent pleurisies........ 
heart.... 
Aveurism of the aorta.. . 
Schirras of the stomach ,. 
Chrouicenteritis come 
Abdominal tumours...... 


Seiatiea 


Toral.... 


The following case of inflammation 
of the arachnoid membrane being 
somewhat remarkable for the sudden- 
ness of its termination, as well as the 
means resorted to to effect this pur- 

ose, we have thought proper to sub- 
fin. Phe subject of it was by trade 
a tanner, twenty-six years eld; he 
was brought to the clinical ward on 
the eighth-day from the commence- 
ment of the attack. At this time he 
was in a violent delirium, accompa- 
nied with a very high fever, anda 
sensible numbness of the whole of the 
left side of the body. Leeches to the 
epigastrium, and a blister to the nape 
of the neck had already been applied. 
although the tongue was very red and 
the lips very parched, M. Lagnyec 
did not hesitate to employ the tae- 
trate of antimony, thinking it the 
surest method of promoting the ab- 
sorption of the effused fluid from the 
arachnoid membrane, which the in- 
complete hemiplegia indicated the 
presence of. Fifteen leeches were 
now applied behind the ears, and the 
next morning a small quantity of 
blood was drawn from one of the feet. 
Between the second aud third day of 
his admission into the Hospital, and 
the eleventh of his illness, the patient, 
who had continued to cry, sing, and 
make all sorts of incoherent noises, 
fell into a sound sleep for twelve 
hoars, from which he awoke perfectly 
free from any fever or delirium, and 
altogether in a convalescent state. 
The hemiplegia disappeared in about 
two days; the tongue became elean 
and moist, and the thirst, even then 
very great, was followed by a return- 
ing appetite. The patient continued 
the use of the antimeny for ten days, 
without experiencing, (with the excep- 
tion of the first, when he vomited three 
times and the bowels were also moved)) 
any evacuative effects from it. 


On the insensibility of the Retina, 
It has already been shown, that 


M. Macenpie. 
}some parts usually considered as 


ist 
Other slight affections.... 
Clinical Wards of Prof 
wec, at the de la Charité, 
Inflammation of the lungs 9 
Plenropnenmonies ...... 29 
Dysenteries ..........-. 1 
| 
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nerves, and consequeptly as the organs 
possessed of the greatest sensibility, 
were, notwithstanding, impervious: to 
tactile iMpressions ; that could 


be even pricked and lacerated with- 

out appearing to. induce the least fcel- 

ing of sensibility, and such were the 
a 


ctory and optic nerves of the re- 


a. 

About four months since a young 
woman was brought toM. Macennie, 
having two perfect cataracts, for the 
removal of which she expressed a ve 
grent desire, and the great wish M, 

ad of ascertaining whether the re. 
tina did possess that exquisite sensi- 
bility so much insisted on by physio- 
logists and metaphysicians, soon in- 
dared him to comply with her request. 
The cataract being of the soft kind 
could not be couched at once ; it yield- 
ing to the pressure, and therefore only 
a portion could be depressed at a 
time ; each time, however, a bit was 
carried down, the resistance from the 
of the eye could be distinctly 

It, forming at once a convincing 

f of having pressed on the retina. 
otwithstanding this, the patient not 
only did not complain, but appeared 
not even to have been conscious of 
such pressure being used, and which 
she necessarily must have shewn had 
the retina been so sensible as is usually 
believed. Somewhat emboldened by 
this result, M. MAGENDIE directed the 
needle towards the bottom of the eye 
and touched the retina-very slightly ; 
this was repeated five or six times, 
but the woman evinced no feeling of 
sensibility. It could not have hap- 
ned that the retina was paralysed, 
‘or the instant the nervous membrane 
was touched she expressed her great 
delight on again seeing the light. 

The other eye underwent the same 
treatment, the nature of the cataract 
being the same. This time, however, 
less caution was observed. The crys. 
talline lens was depressed as com- 

tely as possible; the retina was 
eely touched in many parts with 
the point of the instrament, even with 
a force sufficient to have pierced 
through the membrane ; all this, how- 
ever, was done unknown to the pa- 
tient, who felt no ill effects from it. 

The experiment has subsequently 

been performed at the Hopital de la 
on a man with a cata- 


ract of the right eye. The crystalline 
lens was easily and‘ the 
sight immediately restored ; at diffe- 
rent times in the course of the opera- 
tion the retina was toached, but no 
sensation was produced indicative of 
any exquisite sensibility in the part. 

In this case, as in the former one. 
the contact of the instrument, and 
even the pricks which were made ia 
the retina, did not prevent the eye- 
sight being completely restored. Thas 
it would appear, that the retina of 
man is devoid of sensibility except to 
the action of light, and thus far we in 
no wise differ from the lower animals. 

“ Ina physiological point of view 
this result is more important, since,” 
observes M. Macenpie, “ it shows 
at all times the great superiority of 
experiments over abstract reasoning, 
and what deductions are more ab- 
struse and complicated than those of 
philosophers, founded on the great 
sensibility of the retina!'’—Journal 
de Physiologie, June 1825. 

On the Electro-magnetic Phenomena 
observed in Acupuncture. By M. 

The following article appearing is the 

highly respectable Journal de Physio- 

logie for the last quarter, we could 
not entirely pass it by. 

In a series of experiments made at 
the Hospital of St. Louis, for the pur- 
pose of observing the effects of acu- 
puncture, and also to discover what 
connexion electricity could have in 
these singular phenomena, many in- 
teresting civcumstances were elicited 
deserving the attention of the physio- 
logist and the physician. 

The apparatus employed was that 
used by Scuweicer, disposed, as 
usual, in snch a manner, that the cir- 
cumvolutions of the thread should be 
in the plane of the magnetic meridian. 
The rubbed needle was supported by 
a thread of untwisted silk, and a 
glass bell guarded it from the air. The 
two ends of the thread passed out 
under the bell, one length extending 
some feet, for the purpose of being 
rolled up or uncoiled every way, 
without distarbing the body of the 
multiplicator, and to it was affixed a 
steel needle for the purpose of acu- 

neture. A thread of steel, two or 
three feet in length, was fastened to 
the other end. 
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In making the experiment, the 
meedie was thrust obliquely into 
that-part of the arm where the pain 
was greatest ; the filament, or thread 
of steel, was then held in the mouth, 
thus forming a complete voltaic circie. 
In a few seconds the magnetic needle 
of the multiplicator became sensibly 
agitated, and the oscillations regular. 
An electric current was now travers- 
ing the whole of the thread of the ap- 
paratus, passing into the body of the 
patient between the mouth and that 
part of the arm wherein the acapunc 
ture was made. The needle used in 
acupuncture should not be made of 
geld, silver, or platina, for neither of 
these metals are capable of being 
while they remain in the 


Caustic used for the purpose of arrest- 
ing variola. 


| M. Velpean read a paper to the 
Royal Academy of Medicine, tending 
to show that if the variolous pus- 
tules were canterized within the two 
first days of the eraption, their far- 
ther progress was arrested: that if it 
were done still tater, their duration 
was curtailed, or, at any rate, all 
marks were hereafter prevented. He 
supported his assertion principally on 
the authorities of M. Bectarp, and 
others, at the same time relating a case 
in which he himself proved its cor- 
rectness. The caustic M. 
used was a solution of the nitrate of 
silver, into which a stilette was dip- 
ped, and then applied ts the centre of 
each stule.— ie Roycle de 
Medecine. Mai 10. 


.A new method of preserving Anato- 
mical Preparations. 

M. 
found the sulphate of iron (persul- 
phate of iron) to possess very pow- 
erfal astringent and antiseptic pro- 
perties. This very cheap salt readily 
combines with the fluids, and pre- 
serves the soft tissues and fibres of 
animals from putrefaction, as well as 
destructive insects. A brain which 
had been steeped in a solution of this 
salt for three months, was capable of 
being dried in a warm temperature 
withont undergoing the slightest pu- 
tretactive process. It was afterwards 
replaced in the solution, and kept for 


Braconnor, of Nancy, has | ped 


15s 
a tong time, but without regaining its 
original softness. ane 

M. Braconnor, in the commence- 
ment of summer, immersed in a weak 
solution some muscles, and parts of 
a lung, liver, and spleen ; five months 
subsequently he found them in the 
best possible state, possessing a part 
of their natural colour. This gentie- 
man also thinks this salt would be 
serviceable in embalming and pre- 
serving anatomical preparations in 
cabinets, the solution, more or less 
concentrated, to be applied with a 
brush over the surface of the part to 
be preserved. The preparation of 
this persulphate is very simple ; it is 
only to calcine in a cracible some of 
the green sulphate of iron, until it 
assumes a reddish colour. It is then 
dissulved in water, filtered, and di- 
lated to the strength required by add- 
ing river water.— Archives Generales, 
Juin 1625. 


Instances of Calculi stopping in the 
Urethra, 

Dr. Boutv recited a case of a stone 
stopping in the urethra of a child, im- 
mediately before the scrotum. It 
caused a retention of urine, and was 
extracted by means of an incision be- 
low the penis. M. Aumont said, he 
had frequently effected the expulsion 
of similar calculi, by passing a gum 
elastic sound into the urethra as far 
down as the stone, and allowtng it to 
remain there. By this means the 
urethra was dilated on the fore side of 
the foreign body, and which would 
give way to the impulse given it by 
the stream of urine. 

M. Barre? related a case even 
more curious ; it was that of an infant, 
in whose urethra a calenlas had stop- 
. The father of the child suc- 
ceeded in disengaging it from the 
place it occupied, and afterwards its 
expulsion, by sucking the penis with 
his mouth. M. Roux spoke of two 
analogous cases in which he practised 
with success the button-hole opera- 
tion, immediately in front of the anus, 
and incising the urethra towards the 
most stretched point of the perineum. 
In one of these cases, the foreign 
body was a very fine bougie, which 
had slipt from the fingers of the sur- 
geon, and got into the bladder ; it got 
bent, and a very short-part lad rested 


ot a the anterior side of the 


of this organ.. In .the 
arose froma fragment 


of a gum elastic sound, whicl: had | o 


broken even-with one of the eyes, and: 
remaiued engaged in the urethra im- 


To'the Editor of Taz Lancer. 


Sir,—Io the last number but one 
of your valuable Journal, I have read 
article * on the new Italian doctrine 
of Contra- Stimulus, and I am sorry to 
see that the ideas of its author are 
very defective, In consequence of that, 
Itake the liberty of addressing you 
in answer to it. 

The writer thinks that he had tho. 

lly examined the practice of 
medicine of the schoois of Italy and 
France, and therefore considers him- 
self capable of judging of the value of 
their opinions ; but I am inclined to 
suppose that he has not paid that 
attention the subject deserved, in or- 
der that .he might give to the public 
correct information respecting it. 

It is not only Broussars who has 
made the mistake to assert that the 
greatest number of the di of the 
haman body proceed from or depend 
on the gastro-enteritis system; but 
a celebrated English author has ex- 

almost the same opinion, in 
is work ‘* On the constitutional ori- 
gin.and treatment of Local Diseases, 
&c. 7thedition. 1824.” The sale of 
this work leads me to suppose, that 
even in England the idea of the gas- 
tre-enteritis system is very prevalent, 
and that it has many admirers, as_is 
the case in France, with this diffe- 
rence, however, that when the sto- 
mach and bowels are inflamed they 
never prescribe calomel! and jalap, or 
the extract of colocynth; medicines 
which, so far from taking away the 
indisposition, on the contrary increase 
it, mach to the injury of the ubfor 
tanate patients. But the French prac- 
titioners prescribe bleeding from the 
arm, and the application of leeches 
to the abdomen, as often as the ease 
and the strength of the patieut will 


* Translated from the Archives| by 
Generales. 
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water, in order to extingaish the’ 
flame ; they never ibe the be~ - 
loved mixtures of | anum, musk,» 
ammonia, good wine or brandy, in» 
order to give strength to the patient 
and make him comfortable for a few 
hours. I might quote here several: 
cases, observed by myself at the dif- 

terent hospitals in London, of cystitis, 

peritonitis, hepatitis, and twe cases. 

of synochus gravis (or the essential - 
fever) of Broussais, accompanied 
with an affeetion of the stomach and — 
bowels, which affection has never 
been and never will be cured by. thes 
above-named mixtures. It is true 

that at the beginning of these diseases, 
for the first two or three days, it is 

the custom at the Hospitals im Lon- 

doa to bleed till fainting; after this” 
time they think that the inflammation — 
is gone, aud they begin directly ta- 
administer stimulants. If, however, 
sir, there is any doubt respecting the ~ 
veracity of my assertions, let any one 

attend the hespitals, and he will be 

able to judge for himself whether i 

am correct or not. 

Thangh I am not an enthusiastic - 
admirer of the docirine of contra- 
stimulus, nevertheless, having had an 
opportunity of studying it, and having 
observed the result derived from it, 
by comparing it with that of Brown's, 
I cannot dismiss the subject without 
making some observations on this to- 
pic: and, in the first place, with re- 
spect to the new schism which, the 
author says, has arisen im Italy, | may 
be allowed to say, that it is mot a new 
schism, siuce it began more than ten 
years ago, and if he would take the- 
pains to examine the Italian i 
of medicine, he would not have lost 
himself in the vain word of contra- 
stimulus, but he would have observed | 
the effects which result from the me- 
thod of treating disease in Italy; he 
would have observed, besides, that . 
the Italian physicians have ever dif- 
fered from the ideas of Broussais; 
aud long before him many enn 


discoveries on inflammation were “" 


the celebrated Professor Tomma~ 
sini, which he published in his work — 


| 
alow, Besides these means, 
pening medicines, as, for instance, 
4 a solution of tamariads, cassia, manna, 
| &c. as well as lemonades and cold» 
. 
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ou the “ Febbre Gialla. di Livomo,"’ 
1805, as wellas.in many other works 
which he has subsequently published. 
Besides, if he had taken the pains to 
compare the doctrine of Browy with 
that of Bason: and Tommasini, he 
would have seen that these last are 
not infinitely inferior to him, if not in 
any other respect, at least with regard 
te the immense number of patients 
which they have cured, and whe, 
withont donbt, would have met with 
their fate under the hands of Brown 
and his followers. How much better 
would it have been for the analist of 
the Italian journal if he had learned 
from the Italians how to cure intlam- 
mations, instead of laughing at the 
administration of 104 grains of tar- 
trate of antimony, prescribed gra- 
dually tor seven days. 

I have attended the clinical lee- 
tures and: the patients of Professor 


155 
he would have-seen a. number 


of lumbar, femoral, and other ab- 
seesses; chronic inflammations of 
the joints, for which amputation. of a 
most importaat part of the human 
body becomes necessary ; and all these 
disorders are derived almost. always 
trom the bad method. observed during 
the period of acute inflammation.— 
When the question is to bleed the 
patient, whose life is in great danger 
in consequence of acute erysipelas, or 
arthritic inflammation, they think it 
heresy. Azain, if the proposal is to 
bleed an apoplectic, hemiplegiac, te- 
tanic, or any other nervous affection, 
they think it will kill the patient. 
But what is the result of the stimua- 
lating method in all these cases? Un 
doubied!y nothing else but death. 

I eannot conclude without observ- 
ing, that in London as well as.in 
England, there are many physicians 


‘Tommasini for two years, at lsologna,| who, not being of the sect of the 
and I have never seen the tartrate of | Brown1ANs, cure inflammations and 
antimony administered in such large other diseases in a better way, with- 
quantities as this; nevertheless, 1 am out bringing their patients to the 
of opinion that it would be advisable, grave beture their time. 


not only to bring the dose of this me-— 
dicine to such. a degree, but also to 
increase it when circumstances re-| 


I apologize for having taken up so 
mach of your time, bat I think that 
when the cause of humanity is. in 


quire, instead of leaving the unhappy | 
beings who are seized by violent in- | 
flammations, and brought to the hos- 


, it is the daty of every body 
forward and defend it. 


Aw Travian StuDenr. 


to step 


pitals of this great metropolis, either 
to die on the first day of their illness, 
or if they survive, to lead a life to 
which death would be infinitely more 


preferable. To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 
For the eleven months that I have | 


been in the habit of attending the Sir,—If there is one circumstance 
hospitals in London, T eanassure you, more gratifying than another, it is 
sir, that I have seen very few prac- | the result of our labours being snccess- 
titioners, besides that skilful surgeon | ful. In that respect, your pleasure 
and able physician Mr. Lawrence, | must be considerable, “ As there is 
who are able to treat inflammation More joy over one siuner that repent- 
in-all. its stages as it ought to be | eth than over ninety-nine that go not 
treated, and for this reason they do astray.” The interesting communica- 
not obtain. the advantages that Pro- tion from Exivensts, from the sister 
fessor Tommasint has derived by country, is conclusive, that aithough 
administering the 104 grains of tartar | the College of Surgeons in Freland 


emetic. has deviated from that line-of duty 
If the analist of the Italiau journal which is most conducive to the inte+ 


wonld take the pains ta visit the hos- | rests of the profession, they have ne- 
pitals of London with an attentive vertheless perceived their error and 
eye, he would see a great number of | corrected it. The Colleges of Surgeons 
consumptions of the lungs, or other | in Ireland and London will do weil to 

ie diseases, the cause of which consider that the language of the 
almost always is mething else but | poet is in some degree applicable to 
acnte inflammations very badly cured ; | Tue Lancer, | 


THE LANCET. 


“ For though spleneticand |‘ Brutus,” that the corruption of the 
wt Institution is not entirely of modern 


Yet have I in me something dan- date, as ithas been customary for that 
B body to exclude men of talent; the 
Which let thy wisdom fear.” illustrious HUNTER never was an Ex- 


aminer, and, it would appear, that he 
There is one thing eertain, they may |had been a fellow of the Royal So- 
trample on the ts of their fellow ciety before he was honoured by a 
subjects, but must bow to public opi-| diploma from the Barbers’ and Sur- 
nion. ‘The able letters of “ Libertus” geons’ Company. It has been a wise 
and “ Veritas” have exhibited to the maxim with these gentlemen, never to 
blic'a specimen of corruption, and confer honour on men of talent until 
Fegislation for their own advant de death, nothing being apprehend- 
at once revolting to every feneueeline ed from their abilities. “ But there 
mind, that in a free country a few | is,” says a late writer, “ something 
insignificant individuals should be in merit that Atlas cannot keep down ; 
itted to enact laws destructive there is something in demerit that the 

to the interests of science. But 1 fulcrum of Archimedes cannot raise.” 
sincerely hope, that Parliament will ‘I rejoice, Sir, that you have declared 
at no distant period relieve the per- | your intention to examine and expose 


sons in qpestion trom the arduons 
duty they have imposed on them- 
selves. ‘‘ Brutus” has observed, that 
itis difficult to dispel the mists of pre- 
judice, when supported by splendid 
titles and high-soanding names. I do 
not, however, perceive the title of ho- 
nourable attached to the names of the 
Examiners, without which it must be as 
“sounding brass and tinkling symbols.” 
« Brutus” has also stated, that from 
Sir Asttey Cooper we are to ex- 
pect all that is just, fair, and honour- 
able. I trust the time is not far dis- 
tant, when the worthy Baronet will 
be under the necessity of verifying 
the opinion entertained of him. But 
I fear it will be proved that with Sir 
Ast ey originated the celebrated Act 
wherein it is stated, that no certificate 
in future would be received from any 
person that was not an Hospital Sur- 
n. The success of the late Mr. 
RAINGER excited in the minds of 
certain Hospital Surgeons and Lec- 


turers upon Anatomy a feeling of jea- | 


lousy, and it was therefore resolved, 
that whatever appeared impracticable 
by merit, should be met by legislative 
enactments. The honour ot the Act 
compelling members to enter the 
Hall for superannuated surgeons at 
the back door belongs to a knight 
of the London Hospital, who, being 
sensible of the great superiorily of 
aged compared with modern sur- 
geons, brought in a bill that it should 
no longer be legal to eater the insti- 
tution at the same door. 


the practice of Middlesex Hospital! in 
common with the others, as it is ma- 
nifest that, whenever the medical of- 
ficers of an institution discharge their 
duty faithfully, they ire no arti- 
fice to escape investigation. The in- 
'genuity exercised by the Honse Sur- 
|geon, to prevent any exposure of the 
' bad practice of his masters, reminds 
|me of Iago, when he says, 
* You shall mark 

ag a duteous and knee-crooking 

nave, 
That, doting on his own obsequious 
bondage, 
Wears ont his time much like his 
master’s ass.” 
I am, Sir, 
Yours 
. M. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—Having now for some time 
been a constant reader of your pages, 


I am induced, from the impartiality 
of sentiment always expressed there- 


jin, to hope that you will insert the 


following observations upon a letter 
which appeared in Tae Lancer of 
last week ; tke letter I allude to, was 
one in which the author, who styles 
himself “‘ A Pupil of St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital,’ has cast some re- 
marks npon Mr. STaNLey, which are 
as vile and opprobrious as they are 
false and malignant; that gentleman 
is charged with having no other view, 


in post mortem examinations, but the 


It appears by the investigation of possession of the parts for the pur~ 


‘ 
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be d 
4 
His 
q 
af 


them as anatomical 


pose of pr a 
preparations, without one moment's 
anxiety for the instruction or emolu- 
ment of the pupils, and a total indif- 


ference as to offering any observations 
which might elucidate the case in 

tion; now, Mr. Editor, I can 
with confidence assert, that there is 
no gentleman connected with this 
eminent establishment who evinces a 
warmer interest for the promotion of 
all professional information amongst 
the pupils, or who is at any time 
readier to explain to them any diffi- 
culty which they may meet with, than 
Mr. Srantey, added to which, the 
affable and friendly manner in which 
he invariably treats them, has ren- 
dered him highly popular, and most 
justly respected by all. Knowing such 
to be the prevailing sentiment through- 
out the school, how contemptible 
must be the opinion, in every honour- 
able and virtuous mind, of this wily- 
masked monster, who thus, not con- 
tent with the obscurity which, no 
doubt, were he known, his own insig- 
nificance would afford him, secks a 
false character under which he may 
depreciate the reputation of aman 
whose “ shoe latchet he is not worthy 
to unloose,” and who, be he a pupil 
to this Hospital or not, is as great a 
stranger to truth as to every honour- 
able and virtuous feeling, and from 
the train of conduct which he thus 
— utterly unworthy the name 


man. 

The affable and conciliatory man- 
ners of Mr. Lawrence, tarely found 
blended with abilities so eminent, 
have long rendered him justly cele- 
brated and esteemed by all, and as 
long as this school maintains on the 
list of its medical officers, the names 
of an ApBerNeTHy, a Lawrence, 
and aASTANLey, it will still continue 
to hold that pre-eminent rank which, 
for a length of time, ithas done in the 
opinion of the professional world, 
notwithstanding the base insinuations 
and implacable falsehoods of envious 
oe contemptible individuals. By giv- 
ng the above a corner in your pages, 
you will, Sir, oblige 


Yours, respectful 
A Dresser oo 


July 15, 1825, 


AUGUST 6, 1825. 


HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


Another specimen of Hospital Surgery. 

Daniel Denniman, a tall athletic 
Irishman, about 30 years of age, ap~ 
plied at the surgery early on Sunday 
morning, July 24th, with an injury 
to the right shoulder, which he stated 
to have happened on the preceding 
day, in consequence of slipping down 
stairs. The shoulder was examined 
by one of the House Surgeons (Mr. 
Hinpe) who gave the man an out- 
patient's card, on which was written, 
** bruises,” and ribed a purg- 
ing powder, with the application of 
leeches and cold lotion to the injured 
part!! We believe this gentleman 
was an apprentice of Mr. Betu’s, and 
is now employed by Mr. B. to take 
notes of cases. 

On the following Tuesday the pa- 
tient again came to the Hospital, 
when Mr. Suaw discovered 
that the humerus was dislocated info 
the axilla; there was considerable 
swelling, but the nature of the injury 
was very apparent. Mr. Suaw at- 
tempted for a considerable time to 
reduce the dislocation, certainly not 
with much ‘* mechanical cunning.” 
At length Mr. Joe Burns arrived, 
and he ordered the man into Clay- 
ton’s Ward, and recommended the 
pullies to be used. A jack towel was 
put round the Joins of the patient 
by Mr. Joe Burns, with the intention 
of fixing the scapula; a bandage was 
— around the upper arm, just 
above the elbow, and the pullies being 
fixed, extension was made, which, 
from the heighth of the patient and 
low situation of the staple, was almost 
directly downwards. The dislocated 
bone obstinately retained its place, (in 
this respect resembling the illustrious 
operator,) and the patient became 
faint; but Mr. Jon Burns, with true 
magnanimity, disdained to take ad- 
vantage of a man in a weak condition ! 
“ Let him recover himself—give him 
some water,” said the Senior Surgeon. 
We have seen some surgeons so crue? 
that when the patient was faint and 
the muscles relaxed, they would more 
vigorously attempt the reduction of 
the bone. The Senior Te- 
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tired for a few minutes, aad’ Mr. Beit 
came into the ward; it was then 
agreed to seat the patient on the 
floor, the seapula was properly fired, 
and the line of extension was made 
outwards, when the head of 
the bone, in a very shert time, slip- 
ped into its proper situation. 


ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 


John Hammond, having a eut on the 
outer side of the hnee jomt, about an 
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Antim, t. 588. 
Magnes. Suiph. 3}. 
21st. The inflammation terminated 
in suppuration, which is collected un- 
der the cicatrix. Nothing ordered. 
22d. Mr. Jeffreys made an opening 
in the situation of the original incision, 
and there immediately flowed a eon- 
siderable quantity of healthy pus. 
Nothing ordered. - 
25th. A large quantity of matter 
continues to be discharged. All the 
febrile symptoms have subsided. 


tach and a half in length, but not pene- 
trating through the capsular ligament, 
was admitted on the 15th June. On 
his admission into the hospital, about 
an hour and a half after the accident, 
there was profuse haemorrhage, from 
the long de+cending brauch of the ex- 
ternal circumfiex artery, which was 
secured with a ligature by the house 
surgeon. The wound was examined 
by @ probe, bat no communication 
with the joint could be detected ; it 
was then cleaned, and the edges 
brought together with straps of adhe- 
sive plaster, and an 18-tailed ban- 
dage applied. The mam states. the 
accident to have happened by falling 
on a broken bottle. Enjoyed good 
health betore the accident. 

16th. Paimwin the knee. Nothing 


ordered. 

17th. Severe pain extending along 
the outside of the thigh, with great 
tenderness in the joint. Pulse 96, 
full and strong ; tongue covered with 
a white fur ;- bowels costive. Nothing 
ordered. 

18th. Great pain in the knee and 
up the thigh; inflammation ia the 
course of the vastus externns; con- 
siderable swelling above and below 
the bandage. Nothing ordered. 

19th, Passed a restless night; the 
pain and tenderness in the thigh 
greatly inereased ; there is an efilo- 
rescence of the skin, which appears to 
be produced by inflammation of the 
fascia.—Morning. Nothing ordered. 

2 p.m. The bandage is now taken off, 
together with the plaster; the wound 
has united by the firstintention. The 
man expresses great relief by the re- 
moval of the bandage; pulse 100; 


 Infus. Rose 
Tinet. Gent, 
Magnes. Sulph, 58s. ter de 
sumendus, 


July 2. The matter appears to bar- 
row rapidly under the fascia; a very 
copious. discharge continues from the 
wound. An abscess, collected on the 
inside of the knee, was opened, and 
about four ounces of pus discharged. 
No communication with the joint; 
edema of the leg and foot; pulse 
100, and feeble ; tongue furred ; ang 
els regular. 

hk Cinchon. 3iss. 

Avid, Suiph. dilut. 
ter die 

6th. Matter is collecting under the 
fascia on the inside of the leg; the 
discharge from the original wound 
less. A very copions discharge from 
the abscess that was opened on the 
inside of the knee continues. His ge- 
neral healtk impairing. 

12th. A large collection of offen- 
sive pus continues to be diseharged 
daily from the fascia under the thigh 
by the original wound, and from under 
the fascia of the leg by the openin 
on the inside of the joint. Orde 
to have a gill of port wine daily, with 
a nourishing diet. The patient is 
greatly emaciated, and symptoms of 
hectic fever rapidly increasing. Phe 
pus is now discharged in greater 
abundance, and every day assuming 
a more offensive and unhealthy cha- 
racter. The limb has altogether as- 
sumed such a serious aspect, that we 
fear this wound, which was appa- 
rently triffing when the man wis ad- 
mitted into the hospital, will either 
terminate in anchylosis of the joint, or 
the dissolution of the patient. 


i 
| 
/ 
id 
a ordered to take a measure and a half | 
4 of the fellowing draught every four 
4 hours, viz. 
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(the orbits. Urine depositing a late- 


‘Mth: Saw bim this morning ; slept | 
well last night; swelling and in@am- 
mation greatly subsided ; still there is 

n on oa the infcrior part 
of the thigh, and along the whole of 
the leg ; skin hot and dry ; pulse 120; 
tongue furred ; bowels costive. 


Magnes. 588s 
Lig. Ant. M, Haust. 
sextis horis sumend, 
20. Difficulty of breathing slightly 
increased; the eyes projecting ‘rom 


ritions sediment, with cold 
sweats daring the night ; pulse small 
and frequent; bowels relaxed; the. 
extremities are rather cold. 

22d. Great prostration of strength ; 
the other symptoms continued much 
the same. 
25th. Not having an opportunity 
of seeimg the patient, we learued, 
that from the time we saw him (Thurs, 
day) delirium increased, when he be 
came comatose, aud continued in that 
state till he died. 


THEATRE OF ANATOMY AND MEDICINE, WEBB-STREET, 


MAZE POND, BOROUGH. 


The AUTUMNAL COURSE OF LECTURES, delivered at this Theatre, 
will commence on Saturday, Oct. 1, 1825. 

Mr. GRAINGER on ANATOMY and PHYSIOLOGY, daily, at a quarter 
past Eleven —Demonstrations by Mr. R. HUTCHINSON. 

*,* Mr. Grainger has the authority of the Court of Examiners of the Royal 
College of s to state, that his Certificates will be received as before 
their regatation of the 19th of March, 1824. 

Dr. ARMSTRONG on the PRINCIPLES and PRACTICE of PHYSIC, 
on Saturday, Oct. Ist, at Four o’clock in the Afternoon, and alsoun MATE- 
RIA MEDICA, atthe same honr on the following Thursday. 

*,* Dr. Armstrong having, since his last delivered Course, carefully re- 
arranged and revised his Lectures, and having added about Twenty entirely 
new ones, his futare Course on the Principles and Practice of Physic wilf 
beso greatly extended, as to render it necessary for him to Lecture four 
times a week on that subject. 

Dr. DAVIS on MIDWIFERY and DISEASES of WOMEN and CHIL- 
DREN, on Tuesdays, and Saturdays, at Three o'clock in the 
Afternoon. 

Mr. RICHARD PHILLIPS on CHEMISTRY and PHARMACY, on. 
Téesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, at a quarter before Ten in the Morning. 

For Particulars, apply at the Theatre; to Mr. Grainger, Dean-street, 
Borough; Dr. Armstrong, 48, Rassell-sqnare; Dr. Davis, George-street, 
Hanover-square; Mr. Phillips, 41, Nelson-square; or at Mr. Highley’s, 

rary, Webb-street, Maze-pond, or 1/4, Fleet-street. 


THE SCIENTIFIC GAZETTE.—SIR HUMPHRY DAVY. 
This day is published, in Quarto, price 8d. or, on Stamped Paper, to send 
heey ~ ‘peau Portrait of Sir Humphry Davy, by permission, 
1to6 
THE SOIENTIFIC GAZETTE; or Library of Mechanical Philosophy, 
Chemistry, and Discovery ; with numerous Wood Engravings, and occasional 
Portraits engraved on Steel. 

*,* The Work is Edited by C.F. Partington, of the London Institution, 
author of an “‘ Historical and Descriptive account of the Steam Engine,” 
Lecturer at the London, Russell, Mechanics’, and other Institations, &c. 
&c. assisted by several Members of the Society of Civil Engineers, and other 
Gentlemen of acknowledged Science. Published every Saturday. . 

London: Published by Thomas Boys, Ludgate-hiil, and sold by ail Book- 
sellers and Newsmen. 
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ASYLUM LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, for 
residing in, the East or West Indies, America, or other pl 
Health, of peculiarity of form, or from Chronic Disesse. 
ty of torm, or ering 
No. 70, CORNHILL, LONDON. 
Dreectors. 
Sir James Mackintosh, M. P. President. 
Thos. Frankland Lewis, Esq. M.P. Vice President. . 
J. A. Yates, Esq. (Liverpool.) Capt. George Harris R.N. C. 
G. Wentworth Wentworth, * The Honourable William Fraser. 
Henry Frederick Stephenson, Thomas Fenn, 
William-Sims, Esq. Robert Chaloner, . M.P. 
Phomas Meux, Esq. : Barber 
John Kymer, Esq. 
Francis Kemble 


C. W. Hallett, 
Foster Reynolds, 
Mepicat Otricers Lonpon. 
John Mason Good, M.D. F.R.S. Guildford-street. 
Benjamin Travers, Esq. F.R.S. No.5, New Broad-street. 
Herbert Mayo, Esq. Berwick-street, Soho. 


‘The Directors have, with great care and research, ascertained the true 
Law of Mortality for various Climates and Diseases, and Assurances will be 

anted at Premiums accurately graduated, in each case, to the risk proposed ; 
Sas extending Life Insurance, at reasonable rates, to those from whom its 
Benefits have hitherto been altogether withheld. 

Officers and others, who are subject to be called abroad, will be charged 
the ordinary rate of Premium, according to the Economic Table, watil they 
actually sail ; from which period only the extra charge will commence. The 
right of leaving England whenever they please will thus be secared to them 
oom of Premium fixed and. agreed upen from the commencement of the 

rance. 

A Physician, or Consulting Surgeon of eminence, is appointed in every 
principal Town, before whom persons wishing to effect Insurances may ap- 
pear. 

The Names of the Medical Officers, and every requisite information, 
may be obtained by application to the Resident Director; to Johnson 
Phillott, Esq. and Messrs. Cavenagh, Browne, and Co., Bankers, Bath; 
Henry Browne, Esq. Banker, Bristol; James Pearson, Esq., Messrs. Moil- 
liet, Bankers, Birmingham ; Messrs. Seward and Co., Bankers, Salisbury ; 
Messrs. Atherley and Fall, Bankers, Southampton ; Messrs. Grant, Bankers, 
Portsmouth ; and John Ashton Yates, Esq. Liverpool. 

SIGNOR VELLUTI. 

THE FXAMINER of SUNDAY NEXT, Angust 7th, will contain an 
ADDRESS, in Verse, entitled “ VELLUTI TO HIS REVILERS,” from 
the pen of a Gentleman Abroad, who has become acquainted with some 
particulars in the life of that unfortunate and amiable » which are 
alladed toin the Poem. : 

The Examrnex is published at an early hour every Sunday morning, Price 

. Office of publication, 38, Tavistock-street, Covent- ‘ 
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